
U.S. troops in Syria going to 
Iraq, not home as Trump claims 


By LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 

— While President Donald 
Trump insists he's bring¬ 
ing home Americans from 
"endless wars" in the Mi¬ 
deast, his Pentagon chief 
says all U.S. troops leaving 
Syria will go to western Iraq 
and the American military 
will continue operations 
against the Islamic State 
group. They aren't com¬ 
ing home and the United 
States isn't leaving the tur¬ 
bulent Middle East, ac¬ 
cording to current plans 
outlined by U.S. Defense 


Secretary Mark Esper be¬ 
fore he arrived in Afghani¬ 
stan on Sunday. The fight 
in Syria against IS, once 
spearheaded by Ameri¬ 
can allied Syrian Kurds who 
have been cast aside by 
Trump, will be undertaken 
by U.S. forces, possibly from 
neighboring Iraq. Esper did 
not rule out the idea that 
U.S. forces would conduct 
counterterrorism missions 
from Iraq into Syria. But he 
told reporters traveling with 
him that those details will 
be worked out over time. 

Continued on Page 2 



American military convoy stops near the town of Tel Tamr, north Syria, Sunday, Oct. 20, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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U.S. troops in Syria going to Iraq, not home as Trump claims 


Continued from Front 

Trump nonetheless tweet¬ 
ed: "USA soldiers are not in 
combat or ceasefire zones. 
We have secured the Oil. 
Bringing soldiers home!" 

The president declared this 
past week that Washington 
had no stake in defending 
the Kurdish fighters who 
died by the thousands as 
America's partners fighting 
in Syria against IS extrem¬ 
ists. Turkey conducted a 
weeklong offensive into 
northeastern Syria against 
the Kurdish fighters before 
a military pause. 

"It's time for us to come 
home," Trump said, de¬ 
fending his removal of U.S. 
troops from that part of Syr¬ 
ia and praising his decision 
to send more troops and 
military equipment to Saudi 
Arabia to help the kingdom 
defend against Iran. 

Esper's comments to report¬ 
ers traveling with him were 
the first to specifically lay 
out where American troops 
will go as they shift from Syr¬ 
ia and what the counter-IS 
fight could look like. Esper 
said he has spoken to his 
Iraqi counterpart about the 
plan to shift about 1,000 
troops from Syria into west¬ 
ern Iraq. 

Trump’s top aide, asked 
about the fact that the 
troops were not coming 
home as the president 
claimed they would, said, 
"Well, they will eventually." 
Acting chief of staff Mick 
Mulvaney told "Fox News 
Sunday" that "the quick¬ 
est way to get them out of 
danger was to get them 
into Iraq." 

As Esper left Washington 
on Saturday, U.S. troops 
were continuing to pull out 
of northern Syria after Tur¬ 
key's invasion into the bor¬ 
der region. Reports of spo¬ 
radic clashes continued 
between Turkish-backed 
fighters and the Syria Kurd¬ 
ish forces despite a five- 
day cease-fire agreement 
hammered out Thursday 
between U.S. and Turkish 
leaders. 

The Turkish military's death 
toll has risen to seven sol¬ 
diers since it launched its 
offensive on Oct. 9. 

Trump ordered the bulk of 
the approximately 1,000 




In this Friday, Oct. 4, 2019 file photo. Defense Secretary Mark Esper speaks to a gathering of 
soldiers at the University Club at the University of Louisville in Louisville, Ky. 

Associated Press 


U.S. troops in Syria to with¬ 
draw after Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
made it clear in a phone 
call that his forces were 
about to invade Syria to 
push back Kurdish forces 
that Turkey considers terror¬ 
ists. 

The pullout largely aban¬ 
dons America's Kurdish 
allies who have fought IS 
alongside U.S. troops for 
several years. Between 200 
and 300 U.S. troops will re¬ 
main at the southern Syrian 
outpost of Al-Tanf. 

Esper said the troops going 
into Iraq will have two mis¬ 
sions. 

"One is to help defend Iraq 
and two is to perform a 
counter-ISIS mission as we 
sort through the next steps," 
he said. "Things could 
change between now and 
whenever we complete 
the withdrawal, but that's 
the game plan right now." 
The U.S. currently has more 
than 5,000 American forces 
in Iraq, under an agree¬ 
ment between the two 
countries. The U.S. pulled 


its troops out of Iraq in 2011 
when combat operations 
there ended, but they 
went back in after IS began 
to take over large swaths 
of the country in 2014. The 
number of American forces 
in Iraq has remained small 
due to political sensitivities 
in the country, after years 
of what some Iraqis consid¬ 
er U.S. occupation during 
the war that began in 2003. 
Esper said he will talk with 
other allies at a NATO meet¬ 
ing in the coming week to 
discuss the way ahead for 
the counter-IS mission. 
Asked if U.S. special opera¬ 
tions forces will conduct 
unilateral military opera¬ 
tions into Syria to go after IS, 
Esper said that is an option 
that will be discussed with 
allies over time. 

He said one of his top 
concerns is what the next 
phase of the counter-IS 
missions looks like, "but we 
have to work through those 
details." He said that if U.S. 
forces do go in, they would 
be protected by American 
aircraft. 


While he acknowledged 
reports of intermittent fight¬ 
ing despite the cease-fire 
agreement, he said that 
overall it "generally seems 
to be holding. We see a 
stability of the lines, if you 
will, on the ground." 

He also said that, so far, the 
Syrian Democratic Forces 
that partnered with the U.S. 


to fight IS have maintained 
control of the prisons in 
Syria where they are still 
present. The Turks, he said, 
have indicated they have 
control of the IS prisons in 
their areas. 

"I can't assess whether 
that's true or not without 
having people on the 
ground," said Esper. 

He added that the U.S. 
withdrawal will be delib¬ 
erate and safe, and it will 
take "weeks not days." 
According to a U.S. official, 
about a couple hundred 
troops have left Syria so far. 
The U.S. forces have been 
largely consolidated in one 
location in the west and a 
few locations in the east. 
The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity to 
discuss ongoing opera¬ 
tions, said the U.S. military is 
not closely monitoring the 
effectiveness of the cease¬ 
fire, but is aware of sporad¬ 
ic fighting and violations of 
the agreement. The official 
said it will still take a couple 
of weeks to get forces out 
of Syria. 

Also Sunday, U.S. House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi led 
a group of American law¬ 
makers on a visit to Jordan 
to discuss "the deepening 
crisis" in Syria. 

Jordan's state news agen¬ 
cy Petra said that King Ab¬ 
dullah II, in a meeting with 
the Americans, stressed the 
importance of safeguard¬ 
ing Syria's territorial integ¬ 
rity and guarantees for the 
"safe and voluntary" return 
of refugeesO 
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Report: Synagogue massacre led to string of attack plots 



In this Oct. 28, 2018, file photo a Pittsburgh Police officer walks 
past the Tree of Life synagogue and a memorial of flowers and 
stars in Pittsburgh, in remembrance of those killed and injured 
when a shooter opened fire during services at the synagogue. 

Associated Press 


By MICHAEL KUNZELMAN 
Associated Press 
COLLEGE PARK, Md. (AP) — 

At least 12 white suprema¬ 
cists have been arrested 
on allegations of plotting, 
threatening or carrying out 
anti-Semitic attacks in the 
U.S. since the massacre at 
a Pittsburgh synagogue 
nearly one year ago, a 
Jewish civil rights group re¬ 
ported Sunday. 

The Anti-Defamation 

League also counted at 
least 50 incidents in which 
white supremacists are ac¬ 
cused of targeting Jewish 
institutions' property since a 
gunman killed 11 worship¬ 
pers at the Tree of Life syn¬ 
agogue on Oct. 27, 2018. 
Those incidents include 12 
cases of vandalism involv¬ 
ing white supremacist sym¬ 
bols and 35 cases in which 
white supremacist propa¬ 
ganda was distributed. 

The ADL said its nationwide 
count of anti-Semitic inci¬ 
dents remains near record 
levels. It has counted 780 
anti-Semitic incidents in 
the first six months of 2019, 
compared to 785 incidents 
during the same period in 
2018. 

The ADL's tally of 12 ar¬ 
rests for white supremacist 
plots, threats and attacks 
against Jewish institutions 
includes the April 2019 
capture of John T. Earnest, 
who is charged with killing 
one person and wounding 
three others in a shooting 
at a synagogue in Poway, 
California. The group said 
many of the cases it count¬ 
ed, including the Poway 
shooting, were inspired by 
previous white supremist 
attacks. In online posts. Ear¬ 
nest said he was inspired by 


the deadly attacks in Pitts¬ 
burgh and on two mosques 
in Christchurch, New Zea¬ 
land, where a gunman 
killed 51 people in March. 
The ADL also counted 
three additional 2019 cas¬ 
es in which individuals were 
arrested for targeting Jews 
but weren't deemed to be 
white supremacists. Two 
were motivated by Islamist 
extremist ideology, the or¬ 
ganization said. 

The ADL said its Center on 
Extremism provided "criti¬ 
cal intelligence" to law en¬ 
forcement in at least three 
of the 12 cases it counted. 
Last December, authorities 
in Monroe, Washington, ar¬ 
rested a white supremacist 
after the ADL notified law 
enforcement about sus¬ 
picions he threatened on 
Facebook to kill Jews in a 
synagogue. The ADL said 
it also helped authorities in 
Lehighton, Pennsylvania, 
identify a white suprem¬ 
acist accused of using 
aliases to post threatening 
messages, including a digi¬ 
tal image of himself point¬ 
ing an AR-15 rifle at a group 
of praying Jewish men. 

In August, an FBI-led anti¬ 
terrorism task force ar¬ 
rested a Las Vegas man 
accused of plotting to 
firebomb a synagogue or 
other targets, including a 
bar catering to LGTBQ cus¬ 
tomers and the ADL's Las 
Vegas office. The ADL said 
it warned law enforcement 
officials about the man's 
online threats. 

"We cannot and will not 
rest easy knowing the 
threat posed by white su¬ 
premacists and other ex¬ 
tremists against the Jewish 
community is clear and 


present," the group's CEO, 
Jonathan Greenblatt, said 
in a statement. 

The ADL said it counted at 
least 30 additional incidents 
in which people with an 
"unknown ideology" target¬ 
ed Jewish institutions with 
acts of arson, vandalism or 
propaganda distribution 
that the group deemed to 
be anti-Semitic or "general¬ 
ly hateful," but not explicitly 
white supremacist. 

"These incidents include 
the shooting of an elderly 
man outside a synagogue 
in Miami, fires set at multiple 
Jewish institutions in New 


York and Massachusetts, 
Molotov cocktails thrown at 
synagogue windows in Chi¬ 
cago, damaged menorahs 


in Georgia and New Jersey, 
as well as a wide range of 
anti-Semitic graffiti," an ADL 
report saidO 
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Mulvaney's missteps draw scrutiny from Trump allies 




HBUM 


By ZEKE MILLER, JILL COLVIN 
and JONATHAN LEMIRE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — For 

Mick Mulvaney, the hits just 
keep on coming. 

First, President Donald 
Trump’s acting chief of staff 
stirred up a tempest by 
acknowledging that the 
administration had held 
up aid to Ukraine in part to 
prod that country to inves¬ 
tigate Democrats and the 
2016 elections. 

Then Mulvaney went on 
television Sunday to de¬ 
fend his boss in effusive 
terms — and ended up 
making a new problematic 
comment. 

Explaining why Trump had 
tried to steer an interna¬ 
tional summit to one of the 
president's own properties 
before giving up on the 
idea, Mulvaney said Trump 
"still considers himself to be 
in the hospitality business." 
That did nothing to allay 
concerns that the presi¬ 
dent has used his office to 
enrich his business interests. 
The bookended perfor¬ 
mances over the span of 
a few days were panned 
by the president's allies and 


In this Thursday, Oct. 17, 2019, file photo. White House chief of staff Mick Mulvaney arrives to a 
news conference, in Washington. In this Thursday, Oct. 17, 2019, file photo. White House chief of 
staff Mick Mulvaney arrives to a news conference, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


cast doubt on Mulvaney’s 
job security at the White 
Flouse. 

Mulvaney denied on "Fox 
News Sunday" that there 
was any consideration of 
his resignation, "Absolutely, 
positively not." 

At a press conference 
Thursday, Mulvaney tried 
to put a positive spin on 


Trump's selection of his 
Doral, Florida, golf resort 
to host next year's Group 
of Seven world summit. It 
was also an opportunity for 
Mulvaney demonstrate his 
ability to defend the presi¬ 
dent. 

He struggled, in the process 
offering fresh fodder to crit¬ 
ics of a president already 


besieged by an impeach¬ 
ment inquiry. 

Mulvaney asserted in the 
briefing that military aid to 
Ukraine was delayed partly 
because Trump wanted of¬ 
ficials there to look into a 
security company hired by 
the Democratic National 
Committee that discov¬ 
ered that Russian agents 
had broken into the com¬ 
mittee's network in 2016. 
"The look back to what 
happened in 2016 cer¬ 
tainly was part of the thing 
that he was worried about 
in corruption with that na¬ 
tion," Mulvaney told report¬ 
ers. "Did he also mention 
to me in the past the cor¬ 
ruption that related to the 
DNC server? Absolutely, no 
question about that." Mul¬ 
vaney continued: "That's 
why we held up the mon¬ 
ey." Trump's personal law¬ 
yers quickly dissociated 
themselves from the chief 
of staff's comments. 
Mulvaney's description 
of the administration's 
handling of the Ukraine 
aid amounted to a quid 
pro quo, though he later 
claimed his comments had 
been misconstrued. 

"That's not what I said," Mul¬ 
vaney told "Fox News Sun¬ 
day" as host Chris Wallace 
repeatedly confronted him 
with his own comments. 
"That's what people said 
that I said." 

Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo refused to defend 
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the comments in an inter¬ 
view Sunday with ABC's 
"This Week." 

"I will leave to the chief of 
staff to explain what it is he 
said and what he intend¬ 
ed," Pompeo said. 
Mulvaney is not aware of 
any effort to replace him, 
according to a person 
close to him who spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
to discuss internal conver¬ 
sations. The president has 
also expressed his support 
for Mulvaney to the act¬ 
ing chief of staff's team, 
the person said. Press sec¬ 
retary Stephanie Grisham 
said Sunday afternoon that 
Mulvaney still has the confi¬ 
dence of the president. 

The news conference on 
Thursday left aides in the 
West Wing dumbfounded 
at the former South Caro¬ 
lina congressman's perfor¬ 
mance and some quar¬ 
ters of Trump's orbit — the 
Justice Department and 
Trump’s personal attorney, 
among them — dissoci¬ 
ating themselves from his 
account. The president 
himself, already angry that 
Republicans were not de¬ 
fending him on Syria and 
Doral, was also displeased 
that Mulvaney only made 
the headlines worse, ac¬ 
cording to three White 
House officials and Repub¬ 
licans close to the White 
House not authorized to 
speak publicly about pri¬ 
vate conversations. 

Still, a swift dismissal doesn't 
appear on the horizon, 
according to nine staff¬ 
ers and outside advisers, 
who noted the difficulties 
Trump has faced attracting 
and retaining high quality 
White House staff even be¬ 
fore the impeachment epi¬ 
sode. The shortage of via¬ 
ble replacements has kept 
other officials in their posts 
months after he soured on 
them. 

Even before Democrats 
launched the impeach¬ 
ment inquiry, Mulvaney 
was on thin ice, with dimin¬ 
ished status in the White 
House. Holding the job of 
acting chief of staff since 
January, Mulvaney has 
frustrated aides who saw 
him as less willing than his 
predecessors to challenge 
the presidentO 
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Nestor heads into 
Georgia after tornados 
damage Florida 


By BRENDAN FARRINGTON 
and TERRY SPENCER 
Associated Press 
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — 

Nestor raced across Geor¬ 
gia as a post-tropical cy¬ 
clone late Saturday, hours 
after the former tropical 
storm spawned a tornado 
that damaged homes and 
a school in central Florida 
while sparing areas of the 
Florida Panhandle devas¬ 
tated one year earlier by 
Hurricane Michael. 

The storm made landfall 
Saturday on St. Vincent 
Island, a nature preserve 
off Florida's northern Gulf 
Coast in a lightly populat¬ 
ed area of the state, the 
National Hurricane Center 
said. Nestor was expected 
to bring 1 to 3 inches of rain 
to drought-stricken inland 
areas on its march across a 
swath of the U.S. Southeast. 
Forecasters said it also was 
raising an overnight threat 
of severe weather in the 
Carolinas as it continued to 
speed toward the Atlantic 
Ocean. While all tropical 
storm and surge warnings 
had been canceled by 
Saturday afternoon in Flor¬ 
ida, the storm escalated 
weekend threats of pos¬ 
sible twisters and severe 
thunderstorms elsewhere in 
the South. 

The storm spun off at least 
three tornadoes in Florida 
as it moved north through 


the Gulf that caused dam¬ 
age. The Polk County 
Sheriff's Office said sev¬ 
eral homes were dam¬ 
aged and Kathleen Middle 
School had a large section 
of its roof torn off when the 
tornado hit late Friday near 
Lakeland, about an hour's 
drive southwest of Orlando. 
Photos posted by The Led¬ 
ger newspaper showed 
a home with a destroyed 
roof, downed trees, a 
large recreational vehicle 
thrown onto its side and ve¬ 
hicles buried under debris. 
About 10,000 homes were 
without power Saturday. 
"Thankfully, we have not 
had any reported serious 
injuries," Sheriff Grady Judd 
said in a Saturday state¬ 
ment. "However, there are 
many people dealing with 
damage to their homes 
and property this morning, 
some of it severe." 

Another suspected tor¬ 
nado in southwest Florida 
damaged at least a doz¬ 
en homes in Cape Coral, 
some severely, the police 
department said in a state¬ 
ment. No injuries were re¬ 
ported. Another tornado 
was reported in Pinellas 
County, producing minor 
damage at a mobile home 
park. In Georgia, remnants 
of the storm spread heavy 
rains and triggered two 
National Weather Service 
warnings of potential twist- 
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A camper rests on top of a boat trailer and the corner of a home as Tropical Storm Nestor passed 
the area on Saturday, Oct. 19, 2019 in Kathleen, Fla. 

Associated Press 


ers in the state's south on 
Saturday evening. Radar 
indicated possible torna¬ 
dos separately in areas 
around Rhine and Vienna, 
Georgia. But there was no 
immediate confirmation 
of any tornadoes and no 
injuries or damages were 
reported. Elsewhere, news 
outlets reported some 


downed trees and power 
lines in metro Atlanta as 
heavy rains spread across 
Georgia. Photographs 
showed downed trees 
blocking some roadways. 

In Mexico Beach, Florida, 
where a powerful October 
2018 storm nearly wiped 
out that Panhandle town 
and left thousands home¬ 


less, the mayor said Satur¬ 
day that Nestor brought 
some needed rain to a 
portion of the state suffer¬ 
ing from drought. But there 
was no damage there. 
"There have been no is¬ 
sues," said Mayor Al Cathey, 
whose city is still recovering 
from Michael. "I would call 
us fortunate. "□ 
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Researchers find second warship from WWII Battle of Midway 



In this Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2019, photo, Vulcan Inc. director of subsea operations of the Petrel, Rob Kraft looks at images of the 
Japanese aircraft carrier Kaga, off Midway Atoll in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands. 


By CALEB JONES 
MIDWAY ATOLL, Northwest¬ 
ern Hawaiian Islands (AP) 

— A crew of deep-sea ex¬ 
plorers and historians look¬ 
ing for lost World War II war¬ 
ships have found a second 
Japanese aircraft carrier 
that went down in the his¬ 
toric Battle of Midway. 
Vulcan Inc. director of un¬ 
dersea operations Rob 
Kraft said a review of so¬ 
nar data captured Sunday 
shows what could be either 
the Japanese carrier Akagi 
or the Soryu resting in near¬ 
ly 18,000 feet (5,490 me¬ 
ters) of water in the Pacific 
Ocean more than 1,300 
miles (2,090 kilometers) 
northwest of Pearl Harbor. 
The researchers used an 
autonomous underwater 
vehicle, or AUV, equipped 
with sonar to find the ship. 
The vehicle had been out 
overnight collecting data, 
and the image of a warship 
appeared in the first set of 
readings Sunday morning. 
To confirm exactly which 
ship they've found the crew 
will deploy the AUV for an¬ 
other eight-hour mission 
where it will capture high- 
resolution sonar images of 
the site. 

The initial readings were 
captures using lower reso¬ 
lution sonar. The high-res- 
olution scans will allow the 
crew to measure the ship 
and confirm its identity. 

The find comes on the 
heels of the discovery of 
another Japanese carrier, 
the Kaga, last week. 

"We read about the battles, 
we know what happened. 


But when you see these 
wrecks on the bottom of 
the ocean and everything, 
you kind of get a feel for 
what the real price is for 
war," said Frank Thompson, 
a historian with the Naval 
History and Heritage Com¬ 
mand in Washington, D.C., 
who is onboard the Pe¬ 
trel. "You see the damage 
these things took, and it's 
humbling to watch some 
of the video of these ves¬ 
sels because they're war 
graves." 

Sonar images of the Kaga 
show the bow of the heavy 
carrier hit the seafloor at a 
high rate of speed, scatter¬ 


ing debris and leaving an 
impact crater that looks as 
if an explosion occurred in 
the ocean. The front of the 
vessel is buried in mud and 
sediment after nose-diving 
about 3 miles (4.8 kilome¬ 
ters) to the bottom. 

The U.S. bombs that struck 
the Kaga caused a mas¬ 
sive fire that left it charred, 
but the ship stayed mostly 
together. Its guns, some still 
intact, stick out the side. 
The crew of the research 
vessel Petrel is hoping to 
find and survey all lost ships 
from the 1942 Battle of 
Midway, which historians 
consider a pivotal fight for 


the U.S. in the Pacific dur¬ 
ing WWII. The battle was 
fought between American 
and Japanese aircraft car¬ 
riers and warplanes about 
200 miles (320 kilometers) 
off Midway Atoll, a former 
military installation that the 
Japanese hoped to cap¬ 
ture in a surprise attack. 

The U.S., however, inter¬ 
cepted Japanese commu¬ 
nications about the strike 
and were waiting when 
they arrived. 

More than 2,000 Japanese 
and 300 Americans died. 
The expedition is an effort 
started by the late Paul 
Allen, the billionaire co- 


Associated Press 

founder of Microsoft. For 
years, the crew of the 250- 
foot (76-meter) Petrel has 
worked with the U.S. Navy 
and other officials around 
the world to locate and 
document sunken ships. 
It has found more than 30 
vessels so far. 

Kraft says the crew's mission 
started with Allen's desire 
to honor his father's military 
service. Allen died last year. 
"It really extends beyond 
that at this time," Kraft said. 
"We're honoring today's 
service members, it's about 
education and, you know, 
bringing history back to life 
for future generations.'Q 
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Leaning cranes toppled at partly collapsed New Orleans hotel 



Two large cranes from the Hard Rock Hotel construction collapse 
are seen in this aerial photo after crashing down, after being 
detonated for implosion in New Orleans, Sunday, Oct. 20, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By REBECCA SANTANA 
Associated Press 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Thun¬ 
dering explosions toppled 
two cranes Sunday that 
had loomed precariously 
for days over a partially 
collapsed hotel in New Or¬ 
leans, in what city officials 
hailed as a success and 
said efforts now would fo¬ 
cus on retrieving two bod¬ 
ies still inside the ruined 
building. 

The fiery afternoon ex¬ 
plosions sent up massive 
clouds of dust and sent 
one crane crashing to the 
street while the second fell 
in a way that left much of 
it resting atop the hotel 
where officials said it was 
"stable" and could be re¬ 
moved piecemeal. 

"We know that we are saf¬ 
er now than we have been 
in the past eight days," said 
Mayor LaToya Cantrell, 
speaking at a news confer¬ 
ence after the explosions 
roared through the city's 
downtown. 

It was a little more than 
a week ago — Oct. 12 
— that the Hard Rock Ho¬ 
tel that was under con¬ 
struction near the historic 
French Quarter partially 
collapsed. Three workers 
died that day when sev¬ 
eral floors of the multistory 
building pancaked. Only 
one body has been re¬ 
moved so far. 

The cranes — one around 
270 feet (82 meters) high, 
the other about 300 feet 
(91 meters) — weighed 
thousands of tons and 
were badly damaged in 
the collapse. They had 
been tilting dangerously, 
and officials had feared 
the towers would come 
down on their own, pos¬ 
sibly smashing into nearby 
buildings or severely dam¬ 
aging underground gas 
and electric lines. 

But once the dust had 
cleared Sunday, it ap¬ 
peared that none of those 
worst-case scenarios 
came to pass. The mayor 
said three windows at the 
historic Saenger Theater 
across the street were 
damaged but they hadn't 
received reports of other 
buildings damaged. 

A sewer line was dam¬ 
aged as well, but the may¬ 


or said padding that was 
designed to protect the 
gas and electric lines — a 
major concern — worked 
as expected. He added 
that one crane fell and got 
"hooked on the building like 
we wanted. It's very stable." 
He said "it's way better than 
what it looks" because of 
the way it is resting, adding 
it would now be cut away 
in pieces by workers using 
another crane and taken 
away. 

Officials had repeated¬ 
ly asked people not to 
come see the explosions 
but there were still throngs 
of people on the streets. 
Some had brought their 
own earplugs and masks 
to protect against the dust. 
Others had to be removed 
from nearby rooftops 
where they had gathered 


to gawk as police did their 
final checks. 

Loud alarms sounded, and 
a voice on the police radio 
said repeatedly "Prepare 
for detonation!" before ex¬ 
plosions set off a thunder¬ 
ous boom. Flashes from the 
blasts could be seen as the 
explosives went off. 

One crane that officials 
had been referring to as 
Charlie landed on Rampart 
Street — standing straight 
up — the blackened end 
visible where the explosives 
had been placed. 

"We did shake the building 
pretty good," McConnell 
said. Cantrell told report¬ 
ers that authorities will now 
begin focusing on bring¬ 
ing out the bodies of the 
two remaining workers. Al¬ 
ready, workers were begin¬ 
ning to remove rubble from 


the streets shortly after the 
blasts, and engineers were 
going through the building 
to assess the situation as a 
drone flew overhead for an 
aerial view. The mayor said 
a monitor had been placed 


near one of the bodies be¬ 
fore the crane demolition 
so they would know where 
to locate it, and the demo¬ 
lition didn't seem to affect 
the areas where the bodies 
wereO 
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Boris Johnson faces frenzied week as Brexit deadline nears 



Anti-Brexit demonstrators carry placards and EU flags in London, Saturday, Oct. 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By GREGORY KATZ 
MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — British 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
faces a frenzied week of 
activity in Parliament, and 
possibly in the courts, as he 
tries to woo rebellious law¬ 
makers in time to meet the 
Oct. 31 Brexit deadline. 
Johnson has vowed to 
avoid needing yet another 
extension to that deadline, 
even though he has formal¬ 
ly asked — in distinctly un¬ 
enthused tones — for a de¬ 
lay that is being considered 
by European Union leaders. 
EU officials haven't yet re¬ 
sponded to his request for 
more time. They are torn 
between a wish to finally 
put the Brexit issue to bed 
and a devout desire to 
avoid the economic rami¬ 
fication of Britain leaving 
without a divorce deal in 
place. 

Johnson on Sunday used 
surrogates to make the 
case that he likely has the 
votes needed to gain pas¬ 
sage for his new Brexit plan 
and won't need any delay. 
British Foreign Secretary 
Dominic Raab told the BBC 
he believes Johnson has 
enough support to get his 
deal through Parliament, 
but added the government 
would keep talking with its 
Northern Ireland ally, the 
Democratic Unionist Party, 
to persuade it to back the 
deal. 

So far, the party, which 
holds 10 seats in Parlia¬ 
ment, has refused to sup¬ 
port Johnson's agreement 
because it treats Northern 
Ireland differently than oth¬ 
er parts of the U.K. 

"We'll keep talking to the 


DUP and see if there's any 
further reassurances that 
can be provided," Raab 
said. 

The DUP votes might well 
give Johnson a comfort¬ 
able margin, but it seems 
steadfast in its opposition 
to the plan, which replaces 
an earlier divorce deal ne¬ 
gotiated by Theresa May's 
government but rejected 
three times by Parliament. 
Monday will also feature 
more legal action, more 
arm-twisting, cajoling and 
veiled threats by Johnson 
and his ministers and more 
amendments designed by 
lawmakers to stymie John¬ 
son's plan to have Britain 
leave the 28-nation bloc on 
Oct. 31. 

In the midst of all this, EU 
leaders and officials across 
the English Channel were 
pondering whether to 
grant the British leader a 
Brexit extension that he 


doesn't even want. 

As required by law, John¬ 
son sent a letter to the EU 
late Saturday night seeking 
a delay to Britain's impend¬ 
ing Oct. 31 departure. He 
waited until the last pos¬ 
sible moment, withheld his 
signature and immediately 
followed it with a signed 
letter indicating that he 
doesn't actually favor an¬ 
other Brexit extension. 

"My view, and the govern¬ 
ment's position, (is) that 
a further extension would 
damage the interests of the 
U.K. and our EU partners, 
and the relationship be¬ 
tween us," Johnson wrote 
to European Council Presi¬ 
dent Donald Tusk. 

His decision to send a sec¬ 
ond letter saying he doesn't 
really want an extension is 
likely to trigger court chal¬ 
lenges from opponents 
who believe he intention¬ 
ally set out to block Par¬ 


liament's intent even if he 
technically complied with 
legal requirements. 

The Court of Session in Scot¬ 
land is already considering 
the matter and it may end 
up being decided in the 
U.K. Supreme Court, which 
in September ruled that 
Johnson had acted unlaw¬ 
fully when he suspended 
Parliament for five weeks 
as the Brexit deadline crept 
closer. 

Scottish National Party leg¬ 
islator Joanna Cherry, part 
of a group that brought 
the earlier successful case 
against Johnson, said the 
legal battle over Brexit con¬ 
tinues. 

"We're back in court on 
Monday morning and it will 
be possible then to secure 
the court's assistance if the 
prime minister has flouted 
the law and the promises 
he gave to the court," she 
said. 


The court action is aimed 
at keeping Johnson from 
taking Britain out of the EU 
without a deal. 

Johnson has long declared 
that he plans to take the 
U.K. out of the EU on Oct. 
31 with or without a divorce 
deal, and his minister in 
charge of Brexit again em¬ 
phasized that stance. 

"We are going to leave by 
Oct. 31 st," Michael Gove in¬ 
sisted Sunday. "We have the 
means and the ability to do 
so." Gove also said he was 
holding a special meeting 
to discuss Operation Yel- 
lowhammer, the govern¬ 
ment's "no-deal" planning 
apparatus, to make sure 
Britain is ready for an Oct. 
31 departure. The govern¬ 
ment's own analysts have 
warned an abrupt break 
with the EU could lead to 
recession, massive delays 
at British ports, and shortag¬ 
es in food and prescription 
medicine. 

The EU's chief Brexit nego¬ 
tiator, Michel Barnier, said 
Tusk would consult with oth¬ 
er leaders "in the next days" 
about Johnson's request, 
but most signs indicate the 
EU would prefer an exten¬ 
sion to an abrupt no-deal 
Brexit. While Johnson's Con¬ 
servatives are focused on 
getting more votes, the op¬ 
position Labour Party was 
calling for a second refer¬ 
endum on the whole ques¬ 
tion of leaving the EU. 
Labour's Brexit spokesman 
Keir Starmer said it is "in¬ 
evitable" that lawmakers 
opposed to Brexit will put 
forward an amendment 
seeking a second referen¬ 
dum — something strongly 
opposed by Johnson and 
his government.^ 











■TfeDAy 


WORLD NEWS 15^ 


MONDAY 21 OCTOBER 2019 


Greens seen gaining as Switzerland elects new parliament 


Volunteers are helping to count the voting documents for the 
Swiss national elections, on Sunday, Oct.20, 2019, in Zurich, 
Switzerland. 

Associated Press 


By GEIR MOULSON 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — Greens 
made significant gains as 
Switzerland elected a new 
parliament on Sunday, 
while a populist right-wing 
party remained the coun¬ 
try's strongest but saw its 
support slip, projections in¬ 
dicated. 

The projected outcome 
would amount to a sig¬ 
nificant shift in a country 
where political change 
tends to be gradual, and 
fulfilled pre-election expec¬ 
tations that environmental 
concerns would play out in 
Switzerland after boosting 
green parties in neighbor¬ 
ing Germany and Austria in 
recent European and na¬ 
tional elections. 

The wealthy Alpine country 
of 8.2 million people is sur¬ 
rounded by members of 
the European Union and 
isn't a member of the bloc, 
though it has close ties with 
it. Switzerland has an un¬ 
usual, consensus-oriented 
political system. Parties 
ranging from the center- 
left to the right-wing popu¬ 
list Swiss People's Party — 
which has established itself 
as the country's strongest 
over the past two decades 
— are represented on the 
governing Federal Council. 
Voters have a direct say on 
policy issues in referendums 
several times every year. 
The Federal Council 
doesn't currently include 
the Green Party, which was 


projected to make strong 
enough gains Sunday to 
overtake the smallest party 
in the government. Party 
chairwoman Regula Rytz 
told SRF public television 
she was "completely over¬ 
whelmed" and "it is clear 
that the population wants 
greener politics." 

She suggested that the 
Federal Council's compo¬ 
sition no longer reflects re¬ 
ality but was less clear on 
whether the Greens might 
challenge for a seat, giv¬ 
en that none of its current 
members appear to have 
plans to step down. The 
legislature elects the Feder¬ 
al Council, and the Greens 
would need support from 
other parties to pull off a 
challenge. 

Projections for SRF with 
counting well underway 
put the Green Party's sup¬ 
port in parliament's lower 


house at 13% — up from 
7.1% four years ago. A sec¬ 
ond, newer centrist party 
with an environmental fo¬ 
cus, the Green Liberals, 
was seen boosting its sup¬ 
port to 7.6% from 4.6%. 


Support for the Swiss Peo¬ 
ple's Party was seen at 
25.6%, down from its peak 
of 29.4% in the 2015 elec¬ 
tion, which coincided with 
the high point of an influx of 
migrants to Europe. There 
are three other parties in 
the government: the cen¬ 
ter-left Social Democrats, 
who were projected to win 
16.5% of the vote; the pro¬ 
business Liberals, expected 
to get 15.5%; and the Chris¬ 
tian Democrats, seen tak¬ 
ing 11.8%. 

The country's presidency 
rotates between the seven 
members of the Federal 
Council on an annual ba¬ 
sis. The People's Party, the 
Social Democrats and Lib¬ 
erals each have two seats 
on the Federal Council at 
present, and the Christian 
Democrats have one. a 


Mogherini rues 'historic 
mistake' over EU 
membership talks 


Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — European 
Union foreign policy chief 
Federica Mogherini says 
the bloc's leaders have 
made "a historic mistake" 
when they failed to agree 
on launching membership 
negotiations with Albania 
and North Macedonia ear¬ 
lier this week. 

Mogherini said Sunday in 
her blog that she regret¬ 
ted that European leaders 
couldn't find an agreement 
despite "the extraordinary 
progress achieved by both 
countries and against the 


European Commission's 
advice." 

French President Emmanu¬ 
el Macron was the most vo¬ 
cal opponent of the mem¬ 
bership talks during this 
week's European Council, 
arguing that enlargement 
procedures should first be 
improved before allow¬ 
ing new countries into the 
28-member bloc. 

Mogherini wrote: "it is much 
more than a lost oppor¬ 
tunity: it is a historic mis¬ 
take, which I hope can 
be amended as soon as 
possible.'Q 
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Kurds evacuate Syrian town in 1st pullout of cease-fire 


By MEHMET GUZEL 
BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 
AKCAKALE, Turkey (AP) — 

Dozens of vehicles rolled 
out of a besieged Syrian 
border town, evacuating 
Kurdish fighters and civil¬ 
ians and opening the way 
for Turkish-backed forces 
to take over in the first pull¬ 
back under a three-day- 
old U.S.-brokered cease¬ 
fire. Kurdish officials say the 
evacuation of the town of 
Ras al-Ayn will be followed 
by a withdrawal of their 
forces from a broader sec¬ 
tion of the border with Tur¬ 
key, a central requirement 
of the cease-fire deal. 

The withdrawal is supposed 
to take place before Tues¬ 
day evening, when the 
pause in fighting is set to 
end. Still, questions remain 



In this Friday, Oct. 18,2019 photo, Turkish-backed Syrian opposition fighters ride atop their armored 
personnel carrier to cross the border into Syria, in Akcakale, Sanliurfa province, southeastern 
Turkey. 

Associated Press 
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over longer-term arrange¬ 
ments. Turkey says it wants 
a "safe zone" clear of the 
Kurdish fighters — whom it 
considers terrorists — across 
the entire northeast border. 
That is far longer than the 
territory the Kurds will leave 
under the terms of the deal. 
The Trump administration 
negotiated the accord af¬ 
ter heavy criticism at home 
and abroad that it had 
opened the way for the 
Turkish invasion by abruptly 
removing its soldiers from 
northeast Syria. That move 
abandoned the Kurdish- 
led force, which was allied 
with the Americans in the 
bloody, years-long cam¬ 
paign that brought down 
the Islamic State group's 
rule over nearly a third of 
Syria. 

For the moment, the pull¬ 
back focused on Ras al- 
Ayn, a town that has been 
a major battle zone since 
Turkey launched its inva¬ 
sion Oct. 9. 

The cease-fire deal only 
calls for fighters to leave. 
But Kurdish civilians fled in 


the convoy as well, fear¬ 
ing atrocities by the Turkish- 
backed Syrian forces. Those 
fighters, who are Arab and 
often Islamist extremists, 
have been accused of 
killings of Kurdish civilians 
and captured fighters dur¬ 
ing this campaign and in 
other Syrian territory seized 
in Turkish campaigns since 
2017. 

That flight of civilians is likely 
to be repeated in other ar¬ 
eas the fighters withdraw 
from, though most have 
already fled their homes in 
the past days of fighting. 
Turkish TV showed a line of 
vehicles driving through 
agricultural areas out of 
town Sunday. The Turkish 
military said at least 86 ve¬ 
hicles were involved. The 
convoys passed through 
corridors opened by Turk¬ 
ish-backed forces and 
headed to the town of Tal 
Tamr further south. 

A senior official in the Kurd¬ 
ish-led forces, Redur Khalil, 
told the Associated Press 
the evacuation was com¬ 
pleted in the afternoon. 


"We now have no fighters 
inside the city," he said. The 
pullout elsewhere had not 
yet begun, he added. 

The Kurds had been holed 
up for days in a small pock¬ 
et on the southern edge 
of the city, surrounded by 
the Turkish-backed fighters 
and engaged in clashes 
well after the start of the 
cease-fire. The SDF said 
16 of its fighters had been 
killed and three wounded 
the past 24 hours. 

Both sides accuse each 
other of repeatedly vio¬ 
lating the three-day old 
cease-fire. Turkey's Defense 
Ministry said one of its sol¬ 
diers was killed Sunday in 
a Kurdish attack with anti¬ 
tank weapons and small 
arms fire near the border 
town of Tal Abyad. 

Khalil, the official in the 
Kurdish-led forces, said that 
after the Ras al-Ayn evacu¬ 
ation, the forces will with¬ 
draw from a zone about 
120 kilometers (75 miles) 
wide and 30-kilometers (20 
miles) deep between Ras 
al-Ayn and the town of Tal 
Abyad further west. 

That area has been the 
main theater of fighting 
during the offensive, caus¬ 
ing the flight of tens of thou¬ 
sands of civilians — Arab 
and Kurd — from the villag¬ 
es that dot the landscape. 
At least 160,000 civilians 
have been displaced by 
the Turkish assault. 
Significant issues remain 
over the arrangements at 
the border. 

A previous agreement be¬ 
tween the U.S. and Turkey 
over a "safe zone" along 
the Syria-Turkish border 
foundered over the diverg¬ 
ing definitions of the area. 
Erdogan has said the Kurd¬ 
ish fighters must withdraw 
from the entire northeast¬ 
ern border from the Eu¬ 
phrates River to the Iraqi 
border, more than 440 kilo¬ 
meters (260 miles).□ 
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Botswana, calm for decades, faces surprising election fight 



In this April 5, 2019, photo, Botswana's President Mokgweetsi 
Masisi, center, is photographed at a rally in Gaborone, 
Botswana. 


By SELLO MOTSETA 
Associated Press 
GABORONE, Botswana (AP) 

— Botswana's ruling party 
faces the tightest election 
of its history on Wednes¬ 
day after former President 
Ian Khama, annoyed with 
his hand-picked successor, 
announced his support for 
the opposition, shaking up 
one of Africa's most stable 
countries. 

The influential Khama, son 
of founding President Ser- 
etse Khama, withdrew his 
support after current Presi¬ 
dent Mokgweetsi Masisi 
broke with some of his poli¬ 
cies, including by loosen¬ 
ing restrictions on elephant 
hunting in an apparent bid 
to appeal to rural voters. 
Some Botswanan analysts 
say Khama defected from 
his own Botswana Demo¬ 
cratic Party because Masisi 
challenged his control of 
the party, which has been 
in power since indepen¬ 
dence in 1966, and target¬ 
ed some Khama allies in an 
anti-corruption drive. 

"There is now a growing 
recognition that Masisi, 
who has been in office 
for barely a year, must be 
given a chance to rule. The 
Khama effect is slowly be¬ 
ginning to fade," said Leon¬ 
ard Sesa, senior politics 


Associated Press 

lecturer at the University of 
Botswana. 

Khama stepped down last 
year following two terms in 
office after positioning for¬ 
mer deputy Masisi to take 
over the diamond-rich, 
landlocked nation that 
lies north of South Africa. 
Khama later decided to 
openly support the opposi¬ 
tion coalition Umbrella for 
Democratic Change and 
its presidential candidate, 
human rights lawyer Duma 
Boko. 

Botswana, with 925,000 
registered voters in a popu¬ 
lation of 2.2 million, has en¬ 
joyed stability and peace¬ 
ful elections for more than 
50 years. 

Masisi in a presidential de¬ 
bate this month said he 
would accept an election 
loss, while Boko was non¬ 
committal. 

In an opinion piece for For¬ 
eign Policy magazine earli¬ 
er this month, Boko warned 
that Masisi and his support¬ 
ers "will chip away at Bo¬ 
tswana's reputation as a 
democratic success story 
in Africa." 

Some in Botswana have 
criticized the former presi¬ 
dent's rejection of his own 
party. 

Khama is just trying to ex¬ 
tend his power, said Dorcas 


Kobela Makgato, head of 
the ruling party's women's 
wing. 

"He should just let go," she 
said. She isn't worried by his 
high-profile campaigning 
against former colleagues: 
"He comes for flying visits. 
I am on the ground every 
day." 

Kamogela Phatsimo, a 
student at the Botswana 
International University of 
Science and Technology, 
said the opposition is being 


more assertive in this cam¬ 
paign. "I would like to see 
Khama retiring with dignity 
and going to his farm," she 
said, expressing her wish 
to see Botswana change 
after years with the same 
people in charge. "He is 
very hypocritical, because 
he headed the regime for 
10 years and now he is dis¬ 
crediting the party." 
Emboldened by such pub¬ 
lic impatience, opposition 
leaders say their coalition 


has a chance to unseat the 
ruling party. 

"The prospect of winning 
the election is high," said 
the Rev. Prince Dibeela, 
vice president of the op¬ 
position Botswana National 
Front and a candidate for 
a parliament seat. "Peo¬ 
ple are tired with the mis¬ 
management of the BDP. 
People want change and 
the Umbrella for Demo¬ 
cratic Change is a viable 
alternative. "□ 
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Bolivians pick between Evo Morales and change in tight vote 



A woman casts her vote in Villa 14 de Septiembre, in the Chapare region, Bolivia, Sunday, Oct. 


By PAOLA FLORES 
CARLOS VALDEZ 
Associated Press 
LA PAZ, Bolivia (AP) — Polls 
closed in Bolivia on Sun¬ 
day after a calm election 
as President Evo Morales 
sought an unprecedented 
fourth term in what was re¬ 
garded as the tightest race 
of his political career. 

The 59-year-old leftist who 
has been in office for near¬ 
ly 14 years was favored to 
win the first round vote. 
But polls suggested South 
America's longest-serving 
leader would likely be 
forced into a December 
runoff in which he could be 
vulnerable to a united op¬ 
position. 

Voting, which was man¬ 
datory, was mostly calm, 
though police said they 
arrested more than 100 
people for violating the 
country’s rigid election-day 
rules against drinking, large 
gatherings or casual driv¬ 
ing. 

Morales voted early and 
said he remained confi¬ 
dent of the results. Polls 
closed at 4 p.m. and early 
quick counts were expect¬ 
ed Sunday night. 

Morales came to promi¬ 
nence leading social pro¬ 
tests and won election as 
Bolivia's first indigenous 
president in 2006. 

The president, a former 
leader of a coca growers 
union, allied himself with a 


20 , 2019 . 

leftist bloc of Latin Ameri¬ 
can leaders and used rev¬ 
enues from the Andean 
country's natural gas and 
minerals to redistribute 
wealth among the masses 
and lift millions out of pov¬ 
erty in the region's poorest 
country. 

The economy has grown 
by an annual average of 
about 4.5%, well above the 
regional average. 

Morales, the son of Aymara 
Indian shepherds, has also 
been credited for battling 
racial inequalities. 

Many Bolivians, such as 
vendor Celestino Aguirre 
still identify with "Evo," as 


he's widely known, say¬ 
ing people shouldn't criti¬ 
cize him so much. "It's not 
against Evo, it's against me, 
against the poor people, 
against the humble." 

But Morales also has faced 
growing dissatisfaction 
even among his indigenous 
supporters. Some are frus¬ 
trated by corruption scan¬ 
dals linked to his adminis¬ 
tration — though not Mo¬ 
rales himself — and many 
by his refusal to accept 
a referendum on limiting 
presidential terms. While 
Bolivians voted to main¬ 
tain term limits in 2016, the 
country's top court, which 


Associated Press 

is seen by critics as friendly 
to the president, ruled that 
limits would violate Morales’ 
political rights as a citizen. 
Mauricio Parra, who ad¬ 
ministers a building in 
downtown La Paz, said he 
voted for Morales in 2006 as 
a reaction against previous 
center-right governments. 
"He did very well those four 
years. ... (But) in his second 
term there were problems 
of corruption, drug traffick¬ 
ing, nepotism and other 
strange things," Parra said, 
saying that led him to vote 
against repealing term lim¬ 
its in the 2016 referendum. 
"He hasn't respected that. 


That is the principle reason 
that I'm not going to vote 
for Evo Morales." 

Parra said he was backing 
Morales' closest rival, for¬ 
mer President Carlos Mesa, 
a 66-year-old journalist and 
historian who as vice presi¬ 
dent rose to the nation's 
top post when his prede¬ 
cessor resigned in 2003 
amid widespread protests. 
He then stepped aside him¬ 
self in 2005 amid renewed 
demonstrations led by Mo¬ 
rales, who was then leader 
of the coca growers union. 
An Oct. 4-6 poll by San An¬ 
dres Higher University and 
other institutions said Mo¬ 
rales led Mesa 32% to 27% 
heading into the first round 
of voting, with the rest split 
among other candidates. 
But to win outright. Mo¬ 
rales needed to get 50% 
plus one vote or finish with 
40% of the votes and be 10 
percentage points ahead 
of the nearest challenger. 
Without that happening, 
the top two finishers would 
go to a runoff, and the 
poll indicated Morales and 
Mesa were practically tied 
at just under 36% each in a 
two-way race. 

The rest of those surveyed 
said they were undecided, 
would cast a null ballot or 
declined to state a prefer¬ 
ence. The poll surveyed 
14,420 people and the 
margin of error was three 
percentage points.Q 


Chile protests continue despite gov't retreat on fare hike 



Demonstrators sit in Santiago, Chile, Sunday, Oct. 20, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By EVA VERGARA 
Associated Press 
SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — 

Protests and violence in 
Chile spilled over into a 
new day Sunday even af¬ 
ter the president cancelled 


a subway fare hike that 
prompted violent demon¬ 
strations. 

Officials in the Santiago 
region said three people 
died in a fire at a looted su¬ 
permarket early Sunday — 


one of 60 Walmart-owned 
outlets that have been 
vandalized, and the com¬ 
pany said many stores did 
not open during the day. 

At least two airlines can¬ 
celled or rescheduled 
flights into the capital, af¬ 
fecting more than 1,400 
passengers Sunday and 
Monday. 

President Sebastian Pinera, 
facing the worst crisis of his 
second term as head of the 
South American country, 
announced Saturday night 
that he was cancelling a 
subway fare hike imposed 
two weeks ago. 

The fare boost had led to 
major protests that includ¬ 
ed rioting that caused mil¬ 
lions of dollars in damage 
to burned buses and van¬ 


dalized subway stops, of¬ 
fice buildings and stores. 
After meeting with the 
heads of the legislature 
and judicial system Sunday, 
Pinera said they discussed 
solutions to the current cri¬ 
sis and that he aims "to re¬ 
duce excessive inequali¬ 
ties, inequities abuses, that 
persist in our society." 
Security forces used tear 
gas and jets of water to try 
disperse crowds. 

Interior Minister Andres 
Chadwick reported that 62 
police officers and 11 civil¬ 
ians were injured in the lat¬ 
est disturbances and pros¬ 
ecutors said nearly 1,500 
people had been arrested. 
With transportation frozen, 
Cynthia Cordero said she 
had walked 20 blocks to 


reach a pharmacy to buy 
diapers, only to find it had 
been burned. "They don't 
have the right to do this," 
she said, adding it was 
right to protest "against 
the abuses, the increases 
in fares, against bad edu¬ 
cation and an undignified 
pension, but not to destroy." 
Long lines formed at gas 
stations as people tried to 
fill up for a coming work¬ 
week with a public trans¬ 
port system depleted by 
the destructive protests. 
Subway system chief Louis 
De Grange said workers 
would try to have at least 
one line running Monday, 
but he said it could take 
weeks or months to have 
the four others back in 
service. □ 
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RE/MAX 

COLLECTION 


Guiding you to luxury living. 


Prime properties, unparalleled service and exceptional agents. 
Brining you a better real estate experience. 

Aruba Living never sounded so good. 


NIEK 

DE MUNCK 

MORTIER 


RF/MAX 


OAruboReaLEstateRemax ^L.G Smith BLvd. 124 © RemaxRealtyAruba 

remox-oruboreolestolecam | Aruba I +297 692 9780 j nrelcSremon-crvbQreolestQte.corin | +297 686 4900 I theremaxcollecfion-ciruba.com 


Niek de Munck Mortier earns internationally recognized 
designation for performance in luxury real estate 


INSTITUTE for 
LUXURY HOME 
MARKETING 


ORANJESTAD — Niek de Munck Mortier — Broker / Owner with RE/ MAX 
Advantage Realty in Aruba recently carried The Institute for Luxury 
Home Marketing’s Certified Luxury Home Marketing Specialist” (CLHMS) 
designation in recognition of experience, knowledge, and expertise in 
high-end residential properties. De Munck Mortier joins an exclusive 
group of real estate professionals who have completed The Institute's 
training and have a proven performance in the upper-tier market. 

"Agents who have earned the CL¬ 
HMS designation arc performing at 
the highest level in their commu¬ 
nity,” said Diane Hartley, president 
of The Institute. “The CLHMS seal 
is a symbol of distinction. Affluent 
buyers and sellers from around the 
world look for this symbol of luxury 
home knowledge and expertise 
when putting their trust in a real es¬ 
tate professional. “ 

Continued on Page14 
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Niek de Munck Mortier earns 
internationally recognized designation for 
performance in luxury real estate 


INSTITUTE for 

LUXURY HOME 

MARKETING 


Continued from Page 13 

The specialized training and ongoing 
membership with The Institute provide De 
Munck Mortier with the knowledge and 
tools to better serve clients. The CLHMS 
designation provides evidence of the suc¬ 
cessful commitment to service at the high¬ 
est level. 

“We don't just sell properties, we con¬ 
nect good people with great places. We 
strive to handle every transaction with 
the highest standard of professionalism 


and provide the best possible service to 
our clients”,” said De Munck Mortier. Niek 
de Munck Mortier has been in real estate 
since 2012, broker and co-owner of RE/ 
MAX in Aruba since 20 15. He specializes 
in Luxury Real Estate and Second Home 
Properties including Condominiums. 

For more information about the luxury mar¬ 
ket in Aruba, contact Niek de Munck Mort¬ 
ier with RE/ MAX Advantage Realty Aruba 
at +297 592 9780 or niek@remax-arubare- 
alestate.com. □ 




CONTACT US BY EMAIL: INFO<jDGOLDCOASTARUBA.COM 


CALL +297-586 2200 
TOLL FREE: 1-866-978-5770 
WWWCOLDCOASTARUBA.COM 




Peaceful feeling 


PALM BEACH — Recently, Marouska Heyliger had the 
great pleasure to honor loyal and friendly visitors of 
Aruba as Goodwill Ambassadors and Distinguished 
Visitors at their home away from home. The symbolic 
honorary title is presented on behalf of the Minister of 
Tourism, as a token of appreciation to the guests who 
visit Aruba between 10-20-35 and more consecutive 
years. 

Raymond and Alnora Marsh from Pennsylva¬ 
nia were honored as Goodwill Ambassadors due to 
their 20th consecutive visit to Aruba. According to the 
couple they love the island for its welcoming people, 
peaceful feeling and the beautiful beaches. 

The ceremony which was held at the Marriott Ocean 
Club was conducted by Heyliger together with repre¬ 
sentatives of the resort. The lovely couple was thanked 
choosing Aruba as their vacation destination and as 
their home away from home for so many years. □ 


No Plastic, 

No Foam 
No Oxybenzone, 
Choose Zero! 
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The Government of Aruba officially 
announces that the Import, production 
and selling of plastic, oxybenzone and 
styrofoam are forbidden per January 
1st, 2019. Sanctions will apply from 
January 1st, 2020. 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 



SLOT TOURNAMENT 

BONUS PROGRESSIVE 

Play in our FREE Slot Tournament and win 
a share of $777 in Free Slot Play! 

Progressive starts at $250 and increases 
$25 each week until won! 

Registration starts at 6pm. 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts I Boskin-Robhins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Terrier Boutique 
R-Gloss I Curated Lab ! Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 


Open doily 10am to 4am | i.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 I CQsmoa1hambra.com 


Play Responsibly. Villi wirw.g«rtthlAfiorHnym«Js.org if you or ya» know has a gambling problem. 



The coffee trade in Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — Recently 
the journalist and author 
of books Benjamin Romero 
took the opportunity to 
give a copy of his newest 
book ‘The coffee trade in 
Aruba’ to the CEO of the 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
(A.T.A.) Ronella Tjin Asjoe- 
Croes. "My commitment 
to Aruba is writing 
books about its history, 
culture and traditions", 
the author told her. The 
book was translated from 
Papiamento to English so 
that our visitors know this 
story. 

After the first version of 
this book was published in 
December 2016 in less than 
six months it was completely 
sold out. A second version 
was published in mid-2017, 
which is also now fully sold. 
With the publication of this 
book in English, the author 
hopes that more readers 
can know this fascinating 
story that tells how Aruba 
in the decade of the 60-s 


and 70-s became one of 
the main coffee exporters 
in the world without having 
plantations of coffee, and 
without producing a grain 
of this product. 

Although the book is an 
original translation of his 
version in Papiamento, 
in this edition in English, 
the author includes some 
new information about 
the current situation of 
this business in Aruba, also 
accompanied by new 
photographs and tables. 

As of today, this book will 
be available in the Aruba 
market and an official 
introduction is being 
programmed along with 
an exhibition of objects and 
illustrative photos that were 
part of the coffee export 
business in Aruba. For more 
information about the 
book please have a look 
at the Facebook page E 
Negoshi di Koffie na Aruba 
y E Caya di Monche. □ 
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YOUR PLACE IN THE SUN 

RESORT OWNERSHIP AT 
ARUBA FINEST TIM E5HARE RESORT 

Play a Linda Salas Office: Mon-Pri (8am-4pm] 
sal pSayalmda.com or call (+29?}-SBS-lOQO 
Toll free number: 1-888-2 81-4 5*14 



'nos orguyo,.. ( Aruba's pride 


Monday at 8:00pm 


Friday at 8:00pm 


Tuesday at 8:00 pm 


Saturday at S:00pm 


Violin Night 


Sunday at 8:00pm 


Wednesday at 8:OOpm 


Aruba Has Talent & 


Noche Latina 


Every night at 

730pm 830pm 930pm 


Thursday at 8:00pm 


- 


Circus Night 

; 


Liquid Firework Show 


Parking available in Paseo Parking Garage at 
AfM,75/$1.00 per hour 


Paseo Hererida Shopping Center 
IE* Erausquin Blvd 382-A * Palm Beach, Aruba 

VJ © YouM 

#paseoherencia 


STORES OPENING HOURS 
Af on day thru Saturday 1 Oam to 1 Opm 
Sundays 5pm to 10pm 


A Kind Attitude 


Human tendency is to try to win a discussion or a debate 
or even an argument but in reality there is nothing to be 
won or gained except an enhancement of one’s self- 
image. Better off to be kind than to be right.Q 


Suresh Mirchumal is a spiritual writer. “Well, you can 
categorize it like that, although I don't call myself one. 
These thoughts come in effortlessly.” His aim is in a way to 
reach out to whoever gets inspired or has an eye opening 
event within them that may transcend their current state of 
consciousness. “Or let's say current emotional state too. If 
one in a thousand benefits, that is already great.” Due to 
the current world state, lots of struggles and stresses, we 
seem to lose touch with that inner peace that we long for, 
Suresh explains. “I wish to ease that through these small 
articles or tidbits.” You will find his tidbits in Aruba Today 
from now on, like a sunray of the day. If you wish to make 
use of Suresh his services like meditation or just a talk, 
please email to: Thedimensionofsilence@gmail.com. 


10 years of visiting Aruba 



EAGLE BEACH —Recently, Marouska Heyliger honored 
Roger and Judy Klauck from New York with the Dis¬ 
tinguished Visitors certificate in the name of the Aruba 
Tourism Authority. The event which commemorates their 
10th consecutive visit to the island was held at the Divi 
Village resort. The Klaucks love coming to the island for 
the friendly people, great weather and good food. On the 
picture the honorees together with the GM Ferry Zievinger 
and Gloria Sanderson.Q 
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Aruban born and bred Steve Francees has a passion for photography. Being a local photographer he knows the hidden 
gems of this island and captures them in an amazing way. As a Family and Landscape photographer Steve is ready to create 
your next ‘vacation memories’, morning and/or sunset shots. T: (297) 738-0777, M: stevefrancees@hotmail.com, 
www.instagram.com/stevefrancees and www.stevefrancees.com 



The hidden Natural Bridge 


Surf side Beach 



Here in Aruba we have three natural bridges and many see this one on thinking that it’s the 
world famous one but it’s not. The why is easy, its way too dangerous to go down the cliff to 
reach this beauty and no tour companies will do that. Some people refuse to go down due 
fear of height. To reach this beauty you must go to San Nicolas and drive up the hill till The 
Point Lighthouse, park your car and walk until you reach the east point coast and go left 
along the coastline and good luck going down the cliff. 

Natural Bridge at Blackstone Beach 




This beach was very famous when we were kids and many locals 
love to swim at this beach. After some years the locals shifted to the 
more north-west beaches like Eagle, Boca Catalina and Arashi but 
after the government renovated the whole area it got a new facelift 
and its back as a family beach and weekends are just amazing at 
this area. 


Eagle Beach for breast cancer 
awareness month 



As I mentioned, there are three natural bridges and this one is in the Arikok National Park. 
The other two Bridges you can visit by car but for this one you must have a 4X4 jeep or you 
will get stuck at the Andicuri Beach. 



We are in the breast cancer awareness month and we went thru this 
episode two times in our family. First it was my sister who got cancer 
at 17 years old and she died six months later with 18 years old so 
I know exactly the pain and suffering the families go through. The 
second one was three years ago when my brother in law got pancre¬ 
atic cancer and died three months later. Eagle Beach was his place 
where my brother in law loved to spend his beach days and I want 
to dedicate this photo to my sister Suzy and Levit that are now in His 
Glory. 



















A 81 

MONDAY 21 OCTOBER 2019| 





Denny Hamlin (11) holds the 
trophy for winning a NASCAR 
Cup Series auto race at 
Kansas Speedway in Kansas 
City, Kan., Sunday, Oct. 20, 
2019. 

Associated Press 

Hamlin 

wins 

chaotic 

NASCAR 

cut-off 

race 

By DAVE SKRETTA 
AP Sports Writer 
KANSAS CITY, Kan. (AP) 

— Denny Hamlin was sur¬ 
rounded by Joe Gibbs 
Racing teammates at the 
front on the final restart, 
and that put Chase Elliott 
in the most difficult and 
precarious of situations. 
Somehow, he figured, he 
needed to find a way to 
beat them all to advance 
in NASCAR's playoffs. 

It turned out second place 
was good enough. 

Hamlin roared away with 
a push from behind from 
teammate Kyle Busch 
on the second shot at a 
green-white-checkered 
finish, and Elliott was un¬ 
able to chase him down. 
But deep in the field. Brad 
Keselowski was going 
backward, and the spots 
he lost in the elimination 
race at Kansas Speedway 
were enough to send Elliott 
through in the final cut-off 
spot to the round of eight. 

Continued on Page 22 



Falcons lose 37-10 to the LA. 

Los Angeles Rams running bac«nodcTGurley (30) mal^S 
a touchdown catch against theAtlanta Falcons during the 
first half of an NFL football game/SundayJOct. 20, 2019,^in 


Atlanta. 


Associated Press 
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Please note: Receive $10 FREE Slot 
Pfay when you sign up and become a VtP 
Players Club Member. Limit one per 
person. Must be 18 years or older. Photo ID 
required upon redemption of this coupon. 
Coupon Is not redeemable for cash. 
Management reserves the right to change 
promotion without notice. 

QicAicL ( fa* m o- 

Located at Rlu Antilles u formally Th o Wralin Rfrwrt 


Bonus 


Poker 

Room 

Please note: Buy an 
for $200 or more A receive 
extra $20 bonus, one hour 
minimum pray. 


Valid once per night 


QaeAid* Gaaincb 

Located at Rlu Antilles as Tormoriy The Wwtki Resort. 


DOUBLE YOUR WIN I Redeem only at Blackjack Tables, 


Please note; Limit one per person, 
per day. Must be 18 years or older. 
Coupon is valid for tourist and locals 
and is not redeemable for cash 
Not valid with any other promotion . 
Management reserves the right to 
change promotion without notice. 


ffi*tcAidL 

Located at Rlu AntflTi as formally The Wflstio Resort. 


Andy Murray wins 1 st 
ATP final since hip surgery 


break points at 4-4 to leave 
Wawrinka serving to stay in 
the match. 

When Wawrinka blazed a 
forehand well off target on 
the first match point, it was 
the former top-ranked Mur¬ 
ray celebrating a remark¬ 
able comeback. 

Murray is now expected to 
take a break until the Davis 
Cup finals next month while 
he waits for the birth of his 
third child. 

"I'll have three kids under 
4 years old. I need to get 
on the road so we don't 
get out of control," Murray 
joked. "I'm excited for the 
third kid. My wife's been a 
huge support for getting 
me back on the court and 
making me fight to keep 
playing.'Q 


Andy Murray of Britain poses with the trophy after winning the 
European Open final tennis match in Antwerp, Belgium, Sunday, 
Oct. 20, 2019. Murray defeated Stan Wawrinka of Switzerland 
3-6/6-4/6-4. 

Associated Press 


ANTWERP, Belgium (AP) — 

Andy Murray claimed his 
first ATP tour title in more 
than 2 1/2 years at the Eu¬ 
ropean Open on Sunday in 
only his sixth singles tourna¬ 
ment since returning from 
hip surgery in January. 

The 32-year-old Murray ral¬ 
lied to beat fellow three¬ 
time Grand Slam champi¬ 
on Stan Wawrinka 3-6, 6-4, 
6-4 in the final. 

The last time he lifted sil¬ 
verware in singles came 
in Dubai in March 2017, so 
it was no surprise that the 
tears quickly flowed for the 
British player. 

"Obviously it means a lot, 
the last few years have 
been extremely difficult, 
both me and Stan have 
had a lot of injury problems 
the last couple of years," 
Murray said in an on-court 
interview broadcast by 
Amazon Prime. 

"I just managed to hang in 
a bit at the end of the sec¬ 
ond set and the third set 
was extremely close again. 
I didn't expect to be in this 
position so I'm very happy. 
This is one of the biggest 
wins that I've had after ev¬ 
erything so I'm very proud." 
It was their grueling French 
Open semifinal two years 
ago that exacerbated 
physical issues for both 
players. Murray spent the 
next 18 months trying to 
find a solution to his hip 
problems that would en¬ 
able him to live without 
pain, while Wawrinka un¬ 
derwent two knee opera¬ 
tions. 

After undergoing hip re¬ 
surfacing surgery, Murray 
returned to the court in 
June playing doubles — 
including at Wimbledon 
— before moving back to 
singles in August. 

The 34-year-old Wawrinka 
was looking for his first ATP 
title since the 2017 Geneva 
Open. 

The crucial break of serve 
in the first set came in the 
second game, with Murray 
saving two break points 
but not a third, and his 
Swiss opponent served it 
out 6-3. 

Murray looked in deep 
trouble when Wawrinka 
broke again in the third 


game of the second set, 
and the Scot had to save 
more break points to avoid 
losing a fourth game in a 
row. 

But, having dug in, he got 
his reward as Wawrinka's 
serve went off the boil and 
his level dipped, with Mur¬ 
ray breaking back to 3-3. 
Wawrinka had two more 
chances at 4-4 but again 
Murray fought off the dan¬ 
ger and it was Murray who 
then took his first set point 
to clinch it 6-4 and level the 
match. 

Wawrinka stepped up 
again early in the third set 
and was twice a break 
ahead but once more Mur¬ 
ray dug in, hitting back im¬ 
mediately both times. 
Murray saved two more 


$ 10 Play 

DOUBLE YOUR WIN I Redeem at Hostess Desk. 
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Rams snap skid by beating Falcons 37-10 as Ryan hurts ankle 



Los Angeles Rams cornerback Jalen Ramsey (20) hits Atlanta Falcons running back Devonta 
Freeman (24) causing a fumble during the first half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Oct. 20,2019, 
in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 


By CHARLES ODUM 
AP Sports Writer 
ATLANTA (AP) — Jalen 
Ramsey's entrance boost¬ 
ed the Los Angeles Rams' 
hopes they can return to 
the postseason. 

Matt Ryan's exit with an an¬ 
kle injury provided a painful 
reminder the Atlanta Fal¬ 
cons have little hope re¬ 
maining to avoid another 
losing season. 

Jared Goff threw for two 
touchdowns and ran for 
another, and the Rams re¬ 
turned to the site of last 
season's Super Bowl loss to 
beat the reeling Falcons 
37-10 on Sunday. 

The Rams (4-3) snapped a 
three-game losing streak in 
the debut of Ramsey, the 
former All-Pro cornerback 
acquired from Jacksonville 
earlier in the week. 

With Ramsey's addition to 
the secondary, the Los An¬ 
geles defense enjoyed a 
productive day with five 
sacks, an interception and 
a fumble return for a touch¬ 
down. 

"We're back on track," said 
linebacker Dante Fowler, 
who had three sacks and a 
forced fumble. 

Coach Sean McVay was 
impressed by Ramsey's 
ability to prepare for the 
game following Tuesday's 
trade from Jacksonville. 

"I can’t say enough about 
his ability to digest the 
game plan," McVay said. 

"I think it's just a real credit 
to our defensive coaches 
and then Jalen's ability ... 


to come in on short notice 
with such short practice 
time and do what he did. 
It was a good boost to our 
team, to be sure." 

The Falcons (1-6) suffered 
their fifth straight loss. 

Ryan's right leg bent awk¬ 
wardly as he was sacked 
by Aaron Donald in the 
fourth quarter, causing a 
fumble that Donald recov¬ 
ered. 

Ryan limped off the field 
and was escorted to the 
medical tent on the side¬ 
line. He walked to the lock¬ 
er room, still favoring the 
ankle, with 7:36 remaining 
in the game. 

Coach Dan Quinn said he 
did not know the severity of 
Ryan's injury. Ryan wore a 


walking boot in the locker 
room and was not made 
available for his usual post¬ 
game news conference. 
Donald was credited with 
a sack, forced fumble and 
recovery on the play. It was 
the Rams' fifth sack of Ryan, 
matching the five sacks by 
Atlanta's defense this sea¬ 
son — none in the last four 
games. 

"That amount of quarter¬ 
back hits and sacks for sure 
was a real factor in this 
game," Quinn said. 

Matt Schaub replaced 
Ryan and threw a 10-yard 
touchdown pass to Austin 
Hooper with 2:36 remain¬ 
ing. 

The final insult for Atlanta 
came with only 11 seconds 


left, when Kenjon Barner 
fumbled a punt return 
when hit by Troy Reeder 
and Darious Williams recov¬ 
ered in the end zone for a 
touchdown. 

Ryan's injury was the latest 
and perhaps most damag¬ 
ing dose of bad news for 
the woeful Falcons. Quinn's 
job security appears shaky 
at best as he quickly runs 
out of time to avoid a sec¬ 
ond straight losing season. 
Quinn, who took on the 
added role of defensive 
coordinator following a 7-9 
finish in 2018, revealed after 
the game that he began 
assigning some defensive 
play-calling duties to assis¬ 
tants in last week's loss at 
Arizona and continued to 


share that role on Sunday. 
"I'm always looking to do 
anything that's best for the 
team," Quinn said. "My ego 
is never bigger than the 
team." 

Quinn said he doesn’t be¬ 
lieve he has lost the team 
or the season. 

"I never think you're out of 
the fight," Quinn said. "You 
shouldn't think that way as 
a team member and I cer¬ 
tainly don't think that way 
as a coach." 

Atlanta's frustrations 

showed in a third-quarter 
fight between running 
back Devonta Freeman 
and Donald that led to 
Freeman's ejection. The 
two locked up after Ryan's 
pass off Mohamed Sanu's 
hands was intercepted by 
Cory Littleton deep in At¬ 
lanta territory with the Rams 
leading 20-3. 

Freeman had his hands on 
Donald's facemask before 
throwing a punch at the 
much bigger defensive 
tackle, which appeared to 
make little if any contact. 
Umpire Terry Killens finally 
pulled Freeman away from 
Donald, taking Freeman 
to the ground in an ap¬ 
parent unintentional body 
slam before quickly helping 
Freeman to his feet. 

Each player drew unneces¬ 
sary roughness penalties, 
and Freeman was tossed 
for throwing the punch. 

The turnover left the Rams 
at the Atlanta 16 for a short 
drive capped by Goff's 
1-yard scoring runO 


MLB umpire Eric Cooper dies at 52; did playoffs 2 weeks ago 





In this July 5, 2019, photo, 
home plate umpire Eric 
Cooper signals during the 
third inning of a baseball 
game between the Detroit 
Tigers and the Boston Red Sox 
in Detroit. 

Associated Press 


By BEN WALKER 
AP Baseball Writer 

Eric Cooper, the Major 
League Baseball umpire 
who worked the AL Divi¬ 
sion Series two weeks ago, 
has died. He was 52. 
Commissioner Rob Man¬ 
fred announced Cooper’s 
death Sunday. 

Cooper died after hav¬ 
ing a blood clot. He had 
knee surgery earlier in the 
week and was recuperat¬ 
ing at his father's home in 
Iowa. Popular with his fel¬ 
low umps, he was talking 
to them Saturday about 
his recovery. 


Cooper made his debut 
in the majors in 1996 as a 
minor league fill-in and 
joined the big league staff 
in 1999. His most recent 
assignment came in the 
playoffs this month when 
he worked the New York 
Yankees' sweep of Minne¬ 
sota in the ALDS. He was 
at second base on Oct. 
7 for the clinching Game 
3 at Target Field. Cooper 
worked the 2014 World Se¬ 
ries between the Kansas 
City Royals and San Fran¬ 
cisco Giants. He drew that 
post helped by his success 
rate on replay challenges 


— MLB took those numbers 
into account in picking the 
crew, and Cooper had 
only three calls reversed 
all season. He also was 
behind the plate for three 
no-hitters — two by Mark 
Buehrle, including a per¬ 
fect game, and another 
by Hideo Nomo. Cooper 
worked the plate in the fi¬ 
nal game in the career of 
Cal Ripken Jr. 

“This is a very sad day 
across Major League 
Baseball," Manfred said in 
a statement. “Eric Cooper 
was a highly respected 
umpire, a hard worker on 


the field and a popular 
member of our staff. He 
also served as a key voice 
of the MLB Umpires Asso¬ 
ciation on important issues 
in our game." 

In a statement, players’ 
union chief Tony Clark 
said: “Eric Cooper's friend¬ 
ly and familiar presence in 
the baseball community 
will be missed by all of us. 
He was a professional and 
gentleman whose passion 
for our game, the play¬ 
ers and his fellow umpires 
was evident in the way he 
went about his work and 
life." □ 
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Capital hill: Astros, Nats rely on rotations in World Series 



By BEN WALKER 
AP Baseball Writer 

Now this is a serious World 
Series throw-down. 

Gerrit Cole, Justin Verlander 
and Zack Greinke vs. Max 
Scherzer, Stephen Stras- 
burg and Patrick Corbin — 
all of them All-Star starters, 
still pitching at their peak. 
It's a mound meeting that 
every fan can enjoy, the 
Houston Astros against the 
Washington Nationals. 
Capital hill, indeed. 

"We've got the best pitch¬ 
er in the world going. And 
then after that, we've got 
the best pitcher in the world 
going, too. And then after 
that, we've got the best 
pitcher in the world going, 
too," Astros third baseman 
Alex Bregman said. "It's go¬ 
ing to be a lot of fun." 
Bregman and fellow MVP 
candidate Anthony Ren¬ 
don certainly did their parts 
to make this the Year of 
the Home Run. And Jose 
Altuve lit up Minute Maid 
Park with his walk-off homer 
to beat the Yankees in the 
AL Championship Series. 

But the focus of this Fall 
Classic is right on the rota¬ 
tions. Houston opened as a 
2-1 favorite at the Las Ve¬ 
gas sportsbooks. 

Cole is set to throw the first 
pitch on Tuesday night in 
Houston. He led the majors 
with 326 strikeouts, was sec¬ 
ond to Verlander in the big 
leagues with 20 wins and 
topped the AL with a 2.50 
ERA. 

He also is 19-0 in his last 25 
starts. That includes 3-0 in 
the playoffs so far, allowing 
one earned run in 22 2/3 in¬ 
nings while fanning 32. 

Cole was acquired by the 
Astros a few months after 
they won the 2017 World 
Series. He has fit in fine with 
his Houston teammates 
and also has gotten ac¬ 
quainted with some of the 
Washington aces — the 
teams share the Ballpark 


of the Palm Beaches spring 
training complex in Florida. 
"I know a few guys in their 
rotation, and I'm personally 
excited that they're in this 
position, and I'm just very 
excited to get in there," 
Cole said late Saturday 
night. 

"They've worked their tails 
off. I know a lot of the guys 
on the team, and I know 
how they prepare," he said. 
"I'm looking forward to the 
challenge." 

Like when he faces Wash¬ 
ington’s big bopper. 
"Anthony Rendon is one 
of the greatest hitters in 
the game right now," Cole 
said. "There's no real way to 
get him out. You just kind of 
hope that he misses some 
balls or he scorches them 
right at your guys, I guess. 
"I've been watching him 
since I was in college. It's 
very unique what he’s been 
able to do and he's just a 
pleasure to watch play." 
The clubs saw each other 
back in February when 
they played in the exhibi¬ 
tion opener, and Scherzer 


gave up a homer to the first 
batter of the game. 

Now, eight months later, 
they meet for real. The 107- 
win Astros trying to capture 
their second crown in three 
years, the wild-card Na¬ 
tionals making their Series 
debut. 

"The World Series comes 
through Houston. I like 
the sound of that. I think 
it should be that way for 
many years to come," Breg¬ 
man said. 

No slight to Bregman and 
other big hitters here: Al¬ 
tuve, the ALCS MVP, post¬ 
season star George Spring¬ 
er and top shortstops Trea 
Turner and Carlos Correa. 
And not to overlook the 
young stars on this stage 
for the first time, rookies like 
Juan Soto and Yordan Al¬ 
varez. 

Yet in an era when teams 
search for new pitching 
strategies — witness the As¬ 
tros' parade of relievers in 
Game 6 of the ALCS — the 
two clubs left figure to rely 
heavily on their starters. 

Fine by Houston manager 


AJ Hinch. 

"Philosophically, whether it's 
about the new-age open¬ 
er or pulling guys third time 
through, most of the people 
that support that haven't 
had Verlander or Cole on 
their team," he said. 

The Nationals stack up just 
fine, too. Consider their 
staff includes Anibal San¬ 
chez, who took a playoff 
no-hit bid into the eighth 
inning. 

The Astros, who began as 
the National League ex¬ 
pansion Colt ,45s in 1962, 
led the majors in setting a 
franchise record for wins. 
Their playoff path was 
more of a struggle, beating 
wild-card Tampa Bay in the 
deciding Game 5 of the 
AL Division Series and then 
stopping the 103-win Yan¬ 
kees on Altuve's pennant¬ 
winning homer off Aroldis 
Chapman in the ninth in¬ 
ning. 

The Nationals, who started 
out as the Montreal Expos 
in 1969, took the reverse 
route. 

A season after letting slug- 


Associated Press 

ger Bryce Harper leave as 
a free agent, the Nats were 
just 19-31 in May. The slow 
start prompted speculation 
that manager Dave Mar¬ 
tinez would be fired and 
management would sell off 
stars at the trade deadline. 
Instead, the Nation¬ 
als bounced back. They 
earned a playoff spot, elim¬ 
inated the favored Los An¬ 
geles Dodgers in the NL Di¬ 
vision Series and swept the 
surging St. Louis Cardinals 
behind NLCS MVP Howie 
Kendrick. 

For Washington, the city 
gets its first World Series 
since the Senators played 
in 1933. For the Nationals, 
the old October question: 
rest or rust? 

The Nationals will have a 
full week between games 
while the Astros get only 
two days off. A fact on this: 
Boston had two more days 
of rest last year and beat 
the Dodgers. But before 
that, the past nine cham¬ 
pions were the clubs that 
had less rest. 

Martinez isn't worried. □ 


















Justin Thomas of the United States kisses his trophy after winning 
the CJ Cup PGA golf tournament at Nine Bridges on Jeju Island, 
South Korea, Sunday, Oct. 20, 2019. 

Associated Press 

Justin Thomas wins 
11th PGA Tour event, 

2nd in South Korea 



Denny Hamlin (11) celebrates after winning a NASCAR Cup Series auto race at Kansas Speedway 
in Kansas City, Kan., Sunday, Oct. 20, 2019. 

Associated Press 

Hamlin wins chaotic NASCAR cut-off race 


JEJU ISLAND, South Korea 
(AP) — Justin Thomas won 
his 11th PGA Tour event 
and his second in South 
Korea in three years with a 
final-round 5-under 67 and 
a two-stroke victory over 
South Korean-born New 
Zealander Danny Lee. 
Thomas and Lee made it 
mostly a two-man show 
Sunday at the CJ Cup at 
Nine Bridges. They entered 
the final round tied and 
stayed that way through 
the front nine. 

Thomas birdied the 14th to 
take one-stroke lead, then 
went up by two when Lee 
bogeyed the 15th after 
missing a 10-foot par putt 
and Thomas made a two- 
footer for par. After going 
from greenside bunker to 
bunker on the 16th, Lee 
bogeyed again and fell 
three behind. But Thomas 
bogeyed the 17th after 
his 12-footer for par lipped 
out, reducing the deficit to 
two strokes. 

On Saturday, Thomas had 
a three-stroke lead head¬ 
ing into the 18th ahead of 
a three-shot swing when 
Thomas bogeyed and Lee 
made a long eagle putt. 
On Sunday, there were no 
such late miracles for Lee: 
Thomas and Lee both bird¬ 
ied the 18th, with Lee lip¬ 
ping out on his eagle putt 
to finish with a 69. 

"It was a very, very tough 
day," Thomas said. "Danny 
made it extremely diffi¬ 
cult. He really made a lot 
of putts, a lot of unbeliev¬ 


able up and downs to kind 
of keep me from getting all 
the momentum." 

Thomas finished with a 72- 
hole total of 20-under 268 
at Nine Bridges. "Just a cou¬ 
ple holes that were letting 
me down with the driver on 
the back nine," Lee said. "A 
couple tee shots that you 
cannot hit it in that bun¬ 
kers on the left and I did, 
so struggling to make par 
from there when Justin had 
a couple birdie looks." On 
the eagle putt on 18, Lee 
said: "Pretty close. I wasn't 
going to leave that short. 
It looked so good for so 
long. Had a little too much 
speed to go in, but I gave it 
a really good run." Lee has 
had to deal with some fam¬ 
ily issues on the weekend — 
following the third round he 
said his second child was 
born prematurely. Lee's 
wife Yoomi was scheduled 
to deliver their child closer 
to the Christmas holidays. 
The baby is currently in an 
incubator. Lee told the 
PGA Tour website that he 
planned to keep the mat¬ 
ter private until after the 
event but responded to a 
question about whether 
he and his wife had plans 
to celebrate should he 
win the event. Hideki Mat¬ 
suyama (65), last year's 
runner-up Gary Woodland 
(66) and Australian Cam¬ 
eron Smith (69) finished tied 
for third, five behind Thom¬ 
as. Jordan Spieth closed 
with a 71 and was tied with 
four others at 12-under. □ 


Continued from Page 18 

Hamlin won the race. Elliott felt almost as 
if he did. 

"You have to stay fighting in these things, 
especially with the late-race restarts," he 
said. "Just excited we get to fight another 
race. Back up against the wall, to come 
out here and battle for the win, that's what 
you have to do when you're in the position 
we were in." 

In a bit of irony, it was Keselowski who 
helped bring out the caution in the first 
overtime when he got into Daniel Suarez 
and triggered a wreck that collected 
teammate Joey Logano. The field was 
nearing the start-finish line but the caution 
light came on before the leader took the 
white flag. 

If Hamlin had crossed a split-second quick¬ 
er, the race would have been over and 
Keselowski safe. 

"I pushed as hard as I knew how and didn't 
quite do good enough on the last restart 
and that was it," Keselowski said. "We 
clawed as hard as we could and there 
were times it looked like we were going 
to be fine and times it didn't. In the end it 
didn't work out." 

Kyle Busch ultimately finished third, fol¬ 
lowed by Kurt Busch and William Byron. 
But the key was Keselowski, who dropped 
from 13th to 19th on the final restart and 
out of the next round of the playoffs. 

He ended up three points — equal to 
three positions on the track — below the 
cutoff line. 

Byron was the next driver eliminated de¬ 
spite a strong run at Kansas, where he 
would have needed a win to advance. 
Alex Bowman and home-state hero Clint 
Bowyer also were eliminated. 

"I did think we were OK," Keselowski said, 
"but obviously we weren't." 

The win was the fifth this season for Ham¬ 
lin, who already was in good shape to 
advance but picked up valuable playoff 
points with the win. He'd finished in the top 


five at Kansas twice in the past couple 
years, but the trip to victory lane was the 
first for his Joe Gibbs Racing team since 
2012. 

"This was a tough track for us. We didn't run 
very good here in the spring," said his crew 
chief, Chris Gabehart. "We got a few key 
adjustments that turned us into a domi¬ 
nant car." 

The frenzied push to the finish Sunday be¬ 
gan when Blaney scraped the wall with 14 
to go, causing his tire to go down and a 
caution flag to fly. Elliott was three points 
behind Keselowski at that point, but the 
savior of Hendrick Motorsports' playoff 
hopes made a big move on the restart 
to climb to fourth place, and that put the 
pressure right back on Keselowski to make 
up ground. 

Elliott was still in good shape until anoth¬ 
er caution flew, jumbling the front of the 
pack and giving Keselowski a chance. He 
made a quick stop and picked up three 
spots on pit road, putting Elliott back in 
a situation where it appeared he would 
need a victory to advance. 

"I was under the impression," he said. 

The entire field got through the first play¬ 
off restart cleanly, but Keselowski ran out 
of room deep in the pack and nudged 
Suarez, sending him into the wall. Logano 
also was heavily damaged in the wreck, 
throwing his own playoff hopes into ques¬ 
tion as another OT approached. 

Hamlin got a good jump on the restart, 
and Elliott dived low and got in line. He 
immediately moved forward into second 
place while Keselowski began hemorrhag¬ 
ing positions, and the change that was 
made in the final two laps was enough to 
send Elliott into the next round. 

"If you ever get to Homestead, you're go¬ 
ing to have to fight for a win," he said. 
"Proud of the effort. Learned a lot. To be 
able to come out here and, like I said, in 
our minds have to win, come and fight for 
one, to finish second, I think is step in the 
right direction for us.'Q 
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Parise scores winner. Wild beat Canadiens 4-3 for 2nd win 


By TYLER MASON 
Associated Press 
ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — The 

Minnesota Wild called a 
players-only meeting as 
they struggled to start the 
season. In their first game 
since that meeting, the Wild 
earned a win and gained a 
sense of relief. 

Zach Parise scored the 
go-ahead goal midway 
through the third period 
and the Wild won their sec¬ 
ond game of the season, 
beating the Montreal Ca¬ 
nadiens 4-3 on Sunday. 

"It's been a tough start for 
everybody," Wild head 
coach Bruce Boudreau 
said. "I love seeing the emo¬ 
tion on the faces, especial¬ 
ly when it's good emotion." 
Jason Zucker, Marcus Fo- 
ligno and Brad Hunt also 
scored for Minnesota, 
which matched its highest 
goal total through eight 
games this season. The Wild 
also scored four goals in a 
7-4 home loss to Pittsburgh. 
Devan Dubnyk made 29 
saves and earned his first 
win of the season. 

Phillip Danault scored twice 
and Tomas Tatar added a 
goal for the Canadiens. 
Keith Kinkaid stopped 29 
shots in his second game of 
the season. 

Parise took a perfect pass 
from Zucker through traffic 
and sent a shot that beat 
Kinkaid and gave the Wild 
a 4-3 lead. The score came 
just over four minutes after 
Hunt tied the game on the 
power play. 

"It was a really good play," 
Parise said. "A lot of times 
it's gotta start from your 
own end with a couple 
of good plays out of your 
zone and that's how that 
one started." 

The teams squared off for 
the second time in a four- 



Minnesota Wild's Zach Parise, right, celebrates with teammates Jason Zucker, center, and Matt 
Dumba, right, after scoring a goal against the Montreal Canadiens in the third period of an NHL 
hockey game Sunday Oct. 20, 2019, in St. Paul, Minn. 

Associated Press 

ing everyone on the team 
needed to be better. Zuck¬ 
er redirected a shot from 
the point on the power 
play at 8:57. All three of 
Zucker's goals this season 
have come on the power 
play. "We have a lot of work 
left but I think this stuff can 
help," Foligno said. "A win 
like tonight and the way 
we did it can really kind of 
boost your spirits a bit." 

The finest of Kinkaid's saves 
on Sunday came when he 


day span. The host Ca¬ 
nadiens won the previous 
meeting 4-0. 

Montreal couldn't hold on 
to two one-goal leads in 
Sunday's game. 

"It kind of just came down to 
them finding a way to put 
one more in the net than 
we did in the third period, 
and they get two points," 
Montreal forward Brendan 
Gallagher said. "We've got 
to go home and obviously 
correct that." 


Foligno scored with just 12.9 
seconds left in the second 
period to tie the game. 
Danault's second goal of 
the game in the third gave 
Montreal a short-lived 
lead before goals by Hunt 
and Parise put Minnesota 
ahead for good. 

Zucker opened the game 
with a first-period goal in 
the team's first game since 
the player included head 
coach Bruce Boudreau in 
a controversial quote, say- 


stopped Zucker midway 
through the second period. 
As he fell to the ice, Kinkaid 
gloved a shot by Zucker 
that would have tied the 
game. "He was, by far, our 
best player tonight," Mon¬ 
treal coach Claude Julien 
said of Kinkaid. 

Montreal scored twice in a 
16-second span in the sec¬ 
ond period. Tatar evened 
the game with a power- 
play goal at the 2:50 mark. 
Dubnyk gave up a big re¬ 
bound to Tatar, who buried 
it for his third goal of the 
year. 

Then Danault put Montreal 
up 2-1 after a turnover by 
Minnesota in its own zone. 
Danault banked the puck 
off Dubnyk's skate seconds 
after Tatar's equalizer. 
NOTES: The Wild's regu¬ 
lar-season sellout streak 
ended at 230 consecu¬ 
tive games. Sunday's an¬ 
nounced attendance of 
17,344 fell short of the Xcel 
Energy Center's capac¬ 
ity of 17,954. ... Sunday 
was Minnesota's second 
home game of the season 
through eight games. 
CANUCKS 3, RANGERS 2 
NEW YORK (AP) — Brock 
Boeser and Jay Beagle 
scored late in a three-goal 
first period and Vancouver 
held on to beat New York. 
Bo Horvat also scored and 
Elias Pettersson had two as¬ 
sists for Vancouver, which 
bounced back from a 1-0 
loss at New Jersey on Satur¬ 
day to win for the fifth time 
in six games. Jacob Mark- 
strom stopped 38 shots to 
win his third straight start af¬ 
ter losing his first two. 

Jesper Fast had a goal and 
an assist, and Artemi Pan- 
arin also scored for New 
York, which has lost four 
straight. Henrik Lundqvist 
finished with 40 savesO 
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Huawei exec: Chinese tech giant wants to be 'transparent' 



Huawei Chief Technology Officer Paul Scanlan, during an interview with the Associated Press in 
Washington, Friday, Oct. 18, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

top executive of Chinese 
tech giant Huawei said Fri¬ 
day that the company is 
prepared to be "open and 
transparent" as it looks to 
persuade the U.S. govern¬ 
ment that it can be trusted 
and that national security 
concerns about its technol¬ 
ogy are unfounded. 

"The first thing we need to 
do is we need to demys¬ 
tify this company," Paul 
Scanlan, chief technology 
officer of Huawei's carrier 
business group, said in an 
interview with The Associ¬ 
ated Press. 

"We are a Chinese com¬ 
pany, we are based in 
China, the majority of the 
people are ethnically Chi¬ 
nese, so there's nothing to 
say we're not a Chinese 
company," he said. But, he 
added, "That doesn't mean 
we have ties to the Chinese 
government. It doesn't 
mean we take money from 
the Chinese government 
in the form of investments. 
Those things are not true." 
Scanlan spoke as grievanc¬ 
es between China and the 
U.S. remain unresolved de¬ 
spite the recent announce¬ 
ment of a temporary truce 
in the countries' trade war. 
U.S. sanctions tied to na¬ 


tional security concerns 
threaten to disrupt the 
company's smartphone 
and network equipment 
business, with Washing¬ 
ton pressuring allies to ban 
Huawei, the world's biggest 
supplier of telecom gear, 
from new 5G networks. 
Huawei, seeking to reduce 
reliance on U.S. and other 
foreign suppliers, has de¬ 
veloped its own line of 
chips to power some of its 
phones. The company has 
also been removing U.S. 


components from its smart¬ 
phones and network gear 
and has created its own 
phone operating system to 
replace Google's Android if 
necessary. 

Though the company 
wants to participate in the 
"global supply chain" and 
would prefer to continue 
collaborating with Google, 
it is also prepared to con¬ 
tinue developing its own 
products that could com¬ 
pete more directly with 
other companies. 


"If push comes to shove 
and you're put in a cor¬ 
ner, we're a commercial 
company — and therefore 
commercial companies 
will take commercial deci¬ 
sions," Scanlan said, later 
adding, "It's a welcome, 
perhaps, change to the 
world to have some alter¬ 
native competition." 

He said Huawei is eager to 
"demystify" itself to skepti¬ 
cal U.S. authorities and is 
prepared to invite Ameri¬ 
can officials to review its 
software themselves to ad¬ 
dress any concerns. The 
company has done the 
same for the United King¬ 
dom, where new software 
is inspected at a facility 
and reports are prepared 
for the government and 
telecommunications op¬ 
erators, he said. 

"If this is what is required, 
give us examples of what 
you think would be the rule 
book, and we'll play by the 
rule book," he added, refer¬ 
ring to the U.S. "But today 
the challenge is, what's the 
rule book?" 

He added: "You fear what 
you don't know. The first 
thing Huawei needs to do 
and what we're trying to 
do this year, very specifi¬ 
cally, is be more open and 
more transparent — ask 
any question you'd like, ev¬ 
ery executive will answer 
it honestly and openly. If 
you'd like to come to our 
facilities to have a look at 


what we do and how Hua¬ 
wei does, you're more than 
welcome. Anybody." 

The Trump administration 
has accused Huawei of be¬ 
ing a security risk, imposing 
curbs in May on the com¬ 
pany's access to U.S. tech¬ 
nology and components, 
including Google's music, 
maps and other smart¬ 
phone services. Washing¬ 
ton has delayed enforce¬ 
ment and suggested it 
might allow sales of some 
U.S. technology. 

In a statement Friday, 
Commerce Secretary Wil¬ 
bur Ross noted that the de¬ 
partment had concluded 
in May that "Huawei was 
engaged in activities that 
are a threat to U.S. nation¬ 
al security and our foreign 
policy interests. 

"Through placing Huawei 
and over 100 of its non-U.S. 
affiliates on the Depart¬ 
ment's Entity List, Com¬ 
merce has prevented 
American technology from 
being used by interna¬ 
tional 'bad actors' against 
us or our allies across the 
world," Ross said. "More¬ 
over, through our actions, 
we have made clear that 
lying, cheating, and steal¬ 
ing are not suitable corpo¬ 
rate growth strategies." 

The Justice Department 
has also charged the 
company with fraud and 
conspiring to steal trade 
secrets, among other ac¬ 
cusations. 

Huawei has denied ac¬ 
cusations that it facilitates 
Chinese spying or installs 
"backdoors" in its equip¬ 
ment for eavesdropping. 
Scanlan called those con¬ 
cerns "scaremongering." 
Huawei founder Ren 
Zhengfei has said the com¬ 
pany is willing to license 
5G technology to Ameri¬ 
can developers as a way 
to increase the company's 
presence in 5G and gen¬ 
erate license fees and de¬ 
mand for its products. So 
far, though, Scanlan said 
he hasn't heard of anyone 
taking the company up on 
that suggestion. 

"We've not had any serious 
discussions with anybody. 
It's a preliminary idea that 
Mr. Ren has and has put 
out in the market," Scanlan 
said.Q 


New Facebook oversight board 
results to be public, exec says 


By LINDSAY WHITEHURST 
Associated Press 

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — A new quasi¬ 
independent oversight board will soon 
make decisions on some of the most 
difficult questions on what material be¬ 
longs on Facebook's platform in a “very 
public way,” an executive for the social- 
media company said Friday. 

The board will consider a small number 
of cases where all appeals of Facebook 
decisions have been exhausted, the 
company’s director of governance and 
strategic initiatives, Andy Pergam, said 
in speech at the University of Utah. 

The board's decisions and the compa¬ 
ny’s responses will be public, he said. 

Its rulings will be binding in individual 
cases, but broader policy findings will 
be advisory. 

“They'll do all this in a very public way. 
This is the mechanism by which the 
board will have lasting policy influence 



Director of governance and strategic 
initiatives Andy Pergam talks during a 
University of Utah speech Friday, Oct. 18, 
2019, in Salt Lake City. 

Associated Press 

over a company like Facebook,” he 
said. Board members who are experts in 
a range of disciplines from around the 
world will be named December and 
begin hearing cases in early 2020. 

The board will begin by weighing users’ 
posts and is expected to take on ads 
later. □ 
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IMF, World Bank leaders appeal for an end to trade wars 



International Monetary Fund (IMF) Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva speaks during the 
opening ceremony of the World Bank/IMF Annual Meetings in Washington, Friday, Oct. 18, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
BANI SAPRA 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

leaders of the International 
Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank appealed to 
their 189 member countries 
on Friday to resolve widen¬ 
ing disagreements on trade 
and other issues, warning 
that the divisions threaten 
to worsen the impact of a 
global slowdown. 

The IMF's managing direc¬ 
tor, Kristalina Georgieva, 
cited the fallout from a 
variety of factors: the U.S.- 
China trade war, which 
has engulfed the world's 
two biggest economies; 
spreading weakness in Eu¬ 
rope that is linked to Brexit; 
and rising tensions in the 
Middle East. 

"Trade tensions are now 
taking a toll on business 
confidence and invest¬ 
ment," she said in her open¬ 
ing address to the finance 
officials. 

The World Bank’s president, 
David Malpass, said the 
slowdown in global growth 
was hurting efforts to help 
the 700 million people 
around the world living in 
extreme poverty, especial¬ 
ly in nations trying to cope 
with a flood of refugees 
from regional conflicts. 
"Many countries are fac¬ 


ing fragility, conflict and 
violence, making develop¬ 
ment even more urgent 
and difficult," he said. 
Finance ministers and cen¬ 
tral bank officials from the 
Group of 20 major industrial 
countries also noted the 
slowdown but projected a 
pickup in growth next year, 
as long as the risks do not 
intensify. 

Japan's finance minister. 
Taro Aso, told reporters 


after the G-20 discussions 
that the finance officials 
"broadly agreed that the 
global economic expan¬ 
sion continues but that its 
pace remains weak." Risks 
remain from "trade and 
geopolitical tensions," said 
Aso, whose country served 
as the G-20 chair this year. 
Georgieva, a Bulgarian 
economist who had been 
the No. 2 official at the 
World Bank, recognized the 


accomplishments of her 
IMF predecessor, Christine 
Lagarde, the first woman 
to head that agency. La- 
garde was in the audience 
for the speech. 

"As someone who grew up 
behind the Iron Curtain, I 
could never have expect¬ 
ed to lead the IMF," Geor¬ 
gieva said. She noted she 
had witnessed the devas¬ 
tation of bad economic 
policies when her mother 


lost 98% of her life savings 
during a period of hyper¬ 
inflation in the 1990s in Bul¬ 
garia. 

She said the world was in 
the midst of a slowdown 
with nearly 90% of the 
global economy experi¬ 
encing weaker growth this 
year. The IMF this week pro¬ 
jected that growth would 
only reach 3% this year, the 
weakest performance in a 
decade. 

The IMF and World Bank 
meetings were expected 
to be dominated by the 
trade disputes triggered by 
the Trump administration's 
get-tough policies aimed 
at lowering America's huge 
trade deficits and boosting 
U.S. manufacturing jobs. So 
far those efforts have made 
little headway. 

In addition to the battle 
between the United States 
and China, higher U.S. tar¬ 
iffs went into effect Friday 
on $7.5 billion in European 
goods coming into the 
United States in a dispute 
involving airplane subsidies. 
France's finance minister, 
Bruno Le Maire, said China 
probably would be the real 
winner in the U.S.-EU trade 
fight. Fie said the EU was 
ready to negotiate a settle¬ 
ment to avoid the tariffs but 
so far the U.S. has rejected 
those efforts. a 


California unemployment rate falls to record low of 4% 



People make their way through the Financial District across Cal¬ 
ifornia Street Friday, Oct. 18, 2019, in San Francisco. 

Associated Press 


From 1980 to 2015, the top 


By OLGA RODRIGUEZ 
ADAM BEAM 
Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

California's economy kept 
humming in September, 
dropping the unemploy¬ 
ment rate to a record low 
4% statewide and under 2% 
in San Francisco and some 
of its neighboring counties. 


a level that economists 
once thought impossible. 
"That is almost unthink¬ 
able," said Sung Won Sohn, 
professor of economics at 
Loyola Marymount Univer¬ 
sity. "It flies in the face of 
economic theory." Flowev- 
er, the explosive job growth 
has done little to close the 
gap in wages, making Cali¬ 


fornia — and San Francisco 
in particular — one of the 
most unequal places in 
the country as high-wage 
earners push up prices for 
everyone else. 


earners in San Francisco 
saw their wages jump 120% 
while the lowest earners 
saw their wages increase 
just 20%, according to 


an analysis published last 
week by the Federal Re¬ 
serve Bank of New York. □ 



Have you ever wish you travel 
to Aruba with just a carry-on 1 


And leave all your belongings in a 
container being deliver and pick 
up right at your resort or home 
rental! 

- As low as $6,50 a month 

* Pricing i nclud e pick- up&delive ry 
■ Saves you time & m oney, yea r 

after year! 

- Avoid extra luggages 

- Afford able Storage Pricing 

* Conven ience & Peace of mi nd 


For more inl&muffan, 

Give ut a {all +2CT 5 M.43H 
or email us locknrollUmesharestorage@gmail.com. 
locknrollarub^staragetirreshare.siTiplesite.curr 
or visit mar faceboak page! 


CENTURY 21 


Aruba 
flea I Estate 


RESIDENTIAL 



USS 529.000 
Afl 941.620 

(+297) 5 86 42 42 

We are located at 
Palm Beach 4-G 


Rooi Santo 138 


This spacious, wall designed, 
stunning end luxurious 3 bedroom 
/ 2 bathroom properly. Is located in 
the luxurious residential area, called 
Prima Vista - Podi Santo, in Not th. 

This area is located within a 3 minute 
drive to Palm Beach and the Tierra del 
Sol Golf course. 


For more listings visit www.arubahouses.com 
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Mutts 



6 Chix 



Blondie 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



NICE CARPET 
40U WOULDN'T 
WANT SOME 
KINO OF 

"ACCIPENT* 
TO HAPPEN 
TO IT. 


1 



Baby Blues 



Zits 


(|T'6 UOKAeWOfZK 

— « — 

>1 




Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Crony 
4 Quackers 
9 “Woe is me!” 

13 Additional amount 

14 TV actress _ 
Grant 

15 _fide; genuine 

16 Reason to call 
Orkin 

17 Strewing about 

19 Ugandan tyrant 

20 Student’s 
composition 

21 Months for dads 
& grads 

22 Pilot 

24 Energy 

25 Martians & others 
27 Stratagem 

30 Decompose 

31 Stretch of land 
33 Apple product 

35 Enthusiastic 

36 _ about; ponder 

37 Agile 

38 “Give _ break!” 

39 Grains sown 

40 Essentials 

41 Go by, as time 

43 William Randolph 
or Patty 

44 College entry 
exam 

45 _ Mesa, CA 

46 Nuisances 

49 “All Quiet on the 
Western 
51 Spinning toy 
54 Amass 

56 Prima donna 

57 Informal talk 

58 Portions 

59 Hardly j| 
seldom 

60 Heavy book 

61 Perspiration 

62 Actress 

Ming-Na_ 

DOWN 

1 Fishing spot 

2 Imitation 

3 French article 

4 _ off; leaves 
quickly 

5 Stomach ailment 

6 Boston _ 
chowder 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 10/21/19 


7 Toy with a tail 

8 “Ready, go!” 

9 Sudden 

10 Cut of pork 

11 Actress Meara 

12 Hangs limply 

13 _tai; rum 

cocktail 

18 Kick out 

20 Wee 

23 Go ahead of 
others 

24 Fill a suitcase 

25 Eden resident 

26 Embankment 

27 Sunbathes 

28 Absolutely 
necessary 

29 Hallmark 
products 

31 “My Country, 

Tis of_” 

32 _ of; no longer 
burdened by 

34 Abnormal sac 

36 Reason to 
study 

37 Fanny 

39 Charley horse, 
e.g. 


Saturday’s Puzzle Solved 



©2019 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 


40 Robin’s home 

42 Clever 

43 Truthful 

45 Terra-_; 

brownish-orange 

color 

46 Treaty 

47 Repeated sound 

48 Con game 


49 Defect 

50 Steak orderer’s 
request 

52 Kiln 

53 Golfing term 

55 Higher-_; 

superiors 

56 Drops in the 
morning 


©2019 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist, by King Features Syndicate, Inc, 
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Curious Kids: How deep is 
the ocean? 


Suzanne O'Connell 
Wesleyan University 
Associated Press 

Explorers started making 
navigation charts showing 
how wide the ocean was 
more than 500 years ago. 
But it's much harder to cal¬ 
culate how deep it is. 

If you wanted to measure 
the depth of a pool or lake, 
you could tie a weight to 
a string, lower it to the bot¬ 
tom, then pull it up and 
measure the wet part of 
the string. In the ocean you 
would need a rope thou¬ 
sands of feet long. 

During their four-year voy¬ 
age, the Challenger crew 
collected samples of rocks, 
mud and animals from 
many different areas of 
the ocean. They also found 
one of the deepest zones, 
in the western Pacific, the 
Mariana Trench which 
stretches for 1,580 miles 
(2,540 kilometers). 

Today scientists know that 
on average the ocean is 
2.3 miles (3.7 kilometers) 
deep, but many parts are 
much shallower or deep¬ 
er. To measure depth they 
use sonar, which stands 
for Sound Navigation And 
Ranging. A ship sends out 
pulses of sound energy and 
measures depth based on 
how quickly the sound trav¬ 
els back. The deepest parts 
of the ocean are trenches 
- long, narrow depressions, 
like a trench in the ground, 
but much bigger. The HMS 
Challenger sampled one of 


these zones at the southern 
end of the Mariana Trench, 
which might be the deep¬ 
est point in the ocean. 
Known as the Challenger 
Deep, it is 35,768 to 36,037 
feet deep - almost 7 miles 
(11 kilometers). 

Ocean scientists like me 
study the sea floor be¬ 
cause it helps us under¬ 
stand how Earth functions. 
For example, our planet's 
outer layer is made of tec¬ 
tonic plates - huge moving 
slabs of rock and sediment. 
The Hawaiian-Emperor 
Seamount chain, a line of 
peaks on the ocean floor, 
was created when a tec¬ 
tonic plate moved over a 
spot where hot rock welled 
up from deep inside the 
Earth. 

When two tectonic plates 
move away from each 
other underwater, new 
material rises up into Earth's 
crust. This process, which 
creates new ocean floor, is 
called seafloor spreading. 
Sometimes super-hot fluids 
from inside the Earth shoot 
up through cracks in the 
ocean floor called hydro- 
thermal vents. 

Amazing fish, shellfish, 
tube worms and other life 
forms live in these zones. 
Between the creation 
and destruction of ocean 
plates, sediments collect 
on the sea floor and pro¬ 
vide an archive of Earth's 
history, the evolution of cli¬ 
mate and life that is avail¬ 
able nowhere else. □ 
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FOR SALE BY OWNER 
Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

Gold Season 

2B oceanview villa w/kitchen 
sleeps 8 

$12k or best offer 
E-mail: jan922@comcast.net 

_211723 
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Halley Time Travel 


Marriott Ocean Club 

Gold Season 

1 BR Ocean View $4500 

2 BR Ocean View $7000 

1 BR Ocean Front $7500 

2 BR Ocean Front $14,000 
Renaissace Suites 

1 BR WK 32 and 35 $2750 each 
3rd floor pool/ ocean view 

Marriott Surf Club 

Gold Season 

2 BR Garden View $5000 
2 BR Ocean View $7000 
2 BR Ocean Side $8500 

2 BR Ocean Front $14,000 

3 BR Ocean View $12,500 

Paradise Beach Villas 

2 BR Town House WK # 40 /41 

Pool / Ocean View on eagle 

beach 

$6000 each 

Divi Links Golf $5000 

1 BR wk40 biulding 10 

2sd floor 33 weeks remain 

La Cabana Beach and Casino 

1 BR and studio WK#41 
Ground floor Sunday check in 
1 BRand Studio WK#41 
Ground floor 

Friday check in 1 BR $4000 , 
Studio $3000 

1 br wk #43 Sunday check in 
2sd floor pool/ocean view $3500 

Renaissance Suites 

1 BR WK # 41/42 $5500 each 
5th floor pool/ocean view 

Costa Linda Beach Resort 

2 BR wk # 41 and 42 
Ground floor pool/ocean view 
$25 K both or wk 42 $12,850 

Costa Linda Beach Resort 

$9000 

2 BR wk 43 ocean view 2sd floor 

La Qiunta 

wk 44 ground floor pool 
Odd year $ 3500 
House , Condo , Land and 
investment 
And Time Share 
Aruba Divi Phoenix 
For Rent $700 

Studio 26 October 2 November 

2019 

For Sale 

Studio Wk 43 $5000 
4th floor 29 weeks remain 

Call: 630 1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
arubaresalesrealty@hotmail.com 
facebookpage:resales&realty 


HEALTH 

DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 

IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicolas 584 5000 

Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 




October 22 

Freedom of the Seas 

October 23 

Monarch 

Norwegian Dawn/ Zuiderdam 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Move over, Honeycrisp: New apple to debut at grocery stores 


By NICHOLAS K. GERANIOS 
Associated Press 
SPOKANE, Wash. (AP) — 

They call it the Cosmic 
Crisp. It's not a video game, 
a superhero or the title of a 
Grateful Dead song. 

It's a new variety of apple, 
coming to a grocery store 
near you Dec. 1 
Cosmic Crisp is the first 
apple ever bred in Wash¬ 
ington state, which grows 
the majority of the United 
States' apples. It’s expect¬ 
ed to be a game changer. 
Already, growers have 
planted 12 million Cosmic 
Crisp apple trees, a sign 
of confidence in the new 
variety. While only 450,000 
40-pound (18-kilogram) 
boxes will be available for 
sale this year, that will jump 
to more than 2 million box¬ 
es in 2020 and more than 
21 million by 2026. 

The apple variety was de¬ 
veloped by Washington 
State University. Washing¬ 
ton growers, who paid for 
the research, will have the 
exclusive right to sell it for 
the first 10 years. 

The apple is called Cosmic 
Crisp because of the bright 
yellowish dots on its skin, 
which look like distant stars. 
"I've never seen an apple 
prettier in the orchard 
than these things are," said 
Aaron Clark of Yakima, 
whose family owns several 
orchards in central Wash¬ 
ington and has planted 80 



In this photo taken Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2019, a Cosmic Crisp apple, partially coated with a white 
kaolin clay to protect it from sunburn, is picked at an orchard in Wapato, Wash. 


acres of Cosmic Crisps. 

The new variety keeps for a 
long time in storage and in 
the refrigerator, said Kate 
Evans, who runs the breed¬ 
ing program at Washington 
State University. 

And it's an exceptionally 
good "eating apple," she 
said. "It's ultra-crisp, very 
juicy and has a good bal¬ 
ance of sweetness and 
tartness." 

Cosmic Crisps are a cross 
between the disease-re¬ 
sistant Enterprise and the 
popular, crunchy Honey- 
crisp varieties. The Honey- 
crisp, nicknamed "Money- 
crisp" by some growers, was 
the latest apple to spark a 
big buzz in the United States 


when it was introduced a 
couple of decades ago. It 
was developed by the Uni¬ 
versity of Minnesota. 

"This apple (Cosmic Crisp) 
has a good opportunity 
to be a hit with a lot of 
people," said Clark, a vice 
president of Price Cold 
Storage, a company with 
orchards and fruit ware¬ 
houses throughout central 
Washington. "It better be, 
because we are going to 
have a lot of them." 

Apples are a $2.5 billion a 
year business in Washing¬ 
ton, which grows about 
60% of the nation's supply, 
or nearly 140 million boxes. 
The top varieties are Gala 
(23, Red Delicious (20%) 


Associated Press 

and Fuji (13%). 

Apples are grown in the 
arid valleys and brown hill¬ 
sides of central Washing¬ 
ton, a few hours east of 
Seattle, and watered by ir¬ 
rigation projects. 

The state has around 1,500 
apple growers and 175,000 
acres of orchards. About 
50,000 people pick some 
12 billion apples by hand 
each fall. The fruit is export¬ 
ed to 60 countries. 

With so much success, why 
was a new apple variety 
needed? 

"A new apple brings excite¬ 
ment," said Toni Lynn Ad¬ 
ams, spokeswoman for the 
Washington Apple Com¬ 
mission, which markets ap¬ 


ples internationally. "A new 
variety can reinvigorate a 
market and industry." 
Washington growers, who 
had watched the market 
share for sometimes mushy 
Red Delicious apples plum¬ 
met over time, were look¬ 
ing to replicate the success 
of the Honeycrisp, Adams 
said. 

"It's going to shake things 
up in a great way," Adams 
said. "We're expecting it to 
increase in volume rapidly." 
Adams could not specu¬ 
late on how much Cosmic 
Crisp apples will cost per 
pound. 

"Better quality makes for 
better returns," said Clark, 
the grower. "This is a for- 
profit deal, man. We're try¬ 
ing to make some money 
with it." 

Remarkably, this is the first 
apple variety developed 
in Washington state, which 
has been known for apples 
for more than a century. 
Scientists at WSU's Tree 
Fruit Research Center in 
Wenatchee spent 20 years 
breeding the desired ap¬ 
ple tree seeds. In addition 
to helping pay for that 
research, apple growers 
need a license to buy the 
trees and pay a royalty on 
sales of the fruit. 

The trees take three years 
to produce a crop, said 
Kathryn Grandy, a member 
of the team marketing the 
appleO 


Qantas completes longest non-stop New York-Sydney flight 



In this Aug. 20, 2015 file photo, two Qantas planes taxi on the 
runway at Sydney Airport in Sydney, Australia. 

Associated Press 



SYDNEY (AP) — Australia's 
Qantas on Sunday com¬ 
pleted the first non-stop 
commercial flight from 
New York to Sydney, which 
was used to run a series of 
tests to assess the effects 
of ultra long-haul flights on 
crew fatigue and passen¬ 
ger jetlag. 

The Boeing 787 Dreamliner 
touched down in Sydney 
early Sunday morning af¬ 
ter a flight of 19 hours and 
16 minutes — the world's 
longest. Qantas said tests 
ranged from monitoring pi¬ 
lot brain waves, melatonin 
levels and alertness to exer¬ 
cise classes for passengers. 
A total of 49 people were 
on board, in order to mini¬ 
mize weight and give the 
necessary fuel range. 


"Overall, we're really happy 
with how the flight went 
and it's great to have some 
of the data we need to 
help assess turning this into 
a regular service," said 
Capt. Sean Golding, who 
led the four pilots. 

The flight was part of Proj¬ 
ect Sunrise — Qantas' goal 
to operate regular, non¬ 
stop commercial flights 
from Australia's east coast 
cities of Brisbane, Sydney 
and Melbourne to Lon¬ 
don and New York. Two 
more research flights are 
planned as part of the proj¬ 
ect evaluations - London to 
Sydney in November and 
another New York to Syd¬ 
ney in December. 

"We know ultra long-haul 
flights pose some extra 


challenges but that's been 
true every time technology 
has allowed us to fly farther. 
The research we're doing 
should give us better strate¬ 
gies for improving comfort 
and wellbeing along the 
way," said Qantas Group 
CEO Alan Joyce. Night 
flights usually start with din¬ 
ner and then lights off, but 
he said that for this flight, 
"we started with lunch and 
kept the lights on for the first 
six hours, to match the time 
of day at our destination. It 
means you start reducing 
the jetlag straight away." 
Professor Marie Carroll from 
the University of Sydney 
said she and fellow passen¬ 
gers did a lot of stretching 
and group exercises at pre¬ 
scribed intervals. □ 
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Bugaloe for Crazy Fish Mondays! 

Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill is perfectly located 
between the Riu Palace Hotel and Hilton Resort on 
the famous Palm Pier with stunning 360" views of 
the crystal dear ocean. Open daily from 7,30am 
till midnight, mondays are known as Crazy Fish 
Mondays for the delirious fresh fish dishes the 


Crazy Fish Monday! (after 5pm) Fried Fish Basket $14, 
Grouper Platter $17 or Red Snapper Fillet $20. Fresher than 
fresh is the motto of Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill. 


In addition to Crazy Fish Mondays, Bugaloe has a weekly 
line-up of live entertainment and daily happy hours from 
5-6pm and 10*11pm. Follow your tapping feet down 
to the music where smiles and fun await you! 


Crazv Fish Monday at 


i 


chef at Bugaloe serves up. 


Reservations are recommended. 



Located at De Palm Pier between the Hilton Resort and Riu Hotel T:(+2W)S8fr2233 info@bugaloe.cem wwwJogiloe.co m y 

Adam Lambert: Happy to see more LGBTQ artists find success 



This Sept. 6,2019 photo shows singer Adam Lambert posing for a 
portrait in New York to promote “Velvet: Side A,” one-half of his 
first studio album in four years. 

Associated Press 


By G. GERARD HAMILTON 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Adam 
Lambert, who rose on the 
music scene as the run¬ 
ner-up on "America Idol" 
in 2009, says he's happy to 
see more mainstream LG¬ 
BTQ artists find major suc¬ 
cess. 

"I think it's less taboo to be 
queer in the music indus¬ 
try now because there's so 
many cases you can point 
to like, 'Oh, it worked for 
him. It worked for her.' I think 
10 years ago, it was a lot 
different," Lambert said in a 
recent interview. "Ten years 
ago, it was kind of like no 
one really knew. And I met 
a lot of amazing people in 
the industry — executives, 
people, publicists, market¬ 
ing people — who on a 
personal level were cool 
with me and totally open, 
but didn't understand how 
this was going to work in 
mainstream America, or 
the world for that matter." 
"Now, I think there's been 
some research and they 


know better. Now, people 
aren't as scared. They're 
not as fearful. There's an¬ 
swers. There's examples," 
he continued. 

One person Lambert points 
to is "Old Town Road" rap¬ 
per Lil Nas X, who an¬ 
nounced he was gay while 
his song was on top of the 


Billboard charts this year. 

"I think I can relate to some¬ 
one like Lil Nas X who wait¬ 
ed until a song went to No. 
1 to be like, 'By the way. 
I'm gay,"' Lambert said. "It 
proves a point that you 
can have success, big suc¬ 
cess. It is possible. Anybody 
is welcome to have that 


kind of success. And may¬ 
be it's not about what your 
sexuality is at the end of 
the day. Maybe it's about, 
'Do you like the (expletive) 
song or not?"' 

Lambert, who has been 
busy over the years touring 
with legendary rock band 
Queen, is hoping to move 
the needle again with his 
own music. The EP "Velvet: 
Side A," his first new project 
in four years, was released 
last month. 

"I took a while because I re¬ 
ally had to dial into sort of 
the sound that I wanted it 
to be, and I needed to get 
back to sort of why I love 
making music," he said. 

The Grammy-nominated 
performer calls his new 
project his "baby" and said 
while he has previously re¬ 
leased different genres of 
music, he's brought his lat¬ 
est project to back to his 
beginning. With the excep¬ 
tion of a ballad, most of the 
EP consists of groove and 
funk-based tracks. 

"I didn't want to just be fol¬ 


lowing some trend of the 
moment," he said. "As an 
artist, I don't like repeat¬ 
ing myself. I like exploring 
new sounds, new vibes and 
that was part of it, too. I just 
needed to find a new inspi¬ 
ration." Lambert will release 
the rest of the project at a 
later date, and while each 
half will have a different 
sound, he said the entire 
project will be cohesive. His 
main goal is to make listen¬ 
ers dance, have fun, and 
take their minds away from 
the madness of the world. 
"There's a lyric in 'Super¬ 
power,'" he said referring to 
his current single, "’You kick 
us down in the dirt, but we 
ain't going away.' People 
are pissed off and people 
are being marginalized all 
over the place. And I hope 
that if you're somebody 
that's feeling that way, you 
can listen to the song and it 
gives you like a little boost," 
he said. "It's not super dark, 
it's not super heavy, but 
hopefully it gives people a 
feeling of power.'Q 
































MONDAY 21 OCTOBER 


M9IPE0PLE & ARTS 


Pattinson and Dafoe shine in 'The Lighthouse' 


By LINDSEY BAHR 
Associated Press 

Enter 'The Lighthouse " at 
your own risk. 

This is a stark, moody, sur¬ 
real and prolonged de¬ 
scent into seaside madness 
that will surely not be for 
everyone. But those who 
do choose to go on this 
black-and-white journey 
with Robert Pattinson and 
Willem Dafoe will ultimate¬ 
ly find it a rewarding one, 
even if the blaring fog horn 


rings in your ears for days to 
come. Director Robert Eg- 
gers has made something 
truly visionary — stripped 
down and out of time — 
that asks the viewer to sim¬ 
ply submit to his distinctive, 
strange, funny and haunt¬ 
ing tale of a pair of "wick- 
ies" in 1890 New England 
tasked with keeping the 
lighthouse running. 
Pattinson and Dafoe make 
for inspired casting choices 
for this two-hander, with 
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This image released by A24 Films shows Willem Dafoe, left, and 
Robert Pattinson in a scene from "The Lighthouse." 

Associated Press 


Pattinson as the rookie, 
Winslow, a former timber 
man who was looking for a 
different life, and Dafoe as 
the greying veteran, Wake, 
who is determined to keep 
things in order. Winslow is 
not exactly an eager stu¬ 
dent or subordinate. He 
wants the lighthouse to be 
his as soon as he gets to the 
island. He does not have a 
seafarer's attention to de¬ 
tail and is ill-equipped to 
handle the endless drudg¬ 
ery of keeping the house 
tidy and shoveling rocks 


back and forth across the is¬ 
land. Plus, he's been having 
some increasingly demonic 
and disturbing dreams, has 
made an enemy of a taunt¬ 
ing sea bird and also has to 
deal with Wake's constant 
badgering and flatulence 
(seriously). 

But Wake knows that there's 
a reason for their back¬ 
breaking work, seemingly 
unnecessary chores and 
ancient superstitions ("It's 
bad luck to kill a sea bird," 
he tells Winslow, advis¬ 
ing him to stop quarrelling 


Queens rapper Homeboy 
back with a classic 


By JAKE O'CONNELL 
Associated Press 

Homeboy Sandman, 
"Dusty" (Mello Music Group) 
Fresh off last year's ace col¬ 
laboration with emcee and 
beatsmith Edan, Queens 
rapper Homeboy Sandman 
hits us back with "Dusty," a 
redefinition of Golden Age 
hip-hop for the now. 

A classicist who embrac¬ 
es the future. Sandman's 
blueprint is not calculated: 
"There aren't any maps/ 
So I go my own way." On 
album closer "Always," he 
finds "a place that you 
can't touch" — the space 
between back-in-the-day 
and a higher plane. 

Always with respect to the 
art form, his rhyme struc¬ 
tures are studied but off the 
cuff, like he's flipping out in 
measured tones. Versed in 
linguistics and the way in¬ 
flection changes meaning. 
Boy Sand can still "break- 
dance without cardboard." 


The hook on the infectious 
"Name" spells it out: "You 
can't solve me." 

An existentialist who drops 
science like earlier Queens 
rapper Craig G, on "Won¬ 
dering Why" he ponders 
questions both trivial and 
trenchant: "Why I don't 
know the real ways just 
back routes?" He rhymes 
"panacea" with "Bill Laim- 
beer" and "Zambia," mak¬ 
ing it all look easy, at one 
point plainly stating: "It's not 
difficult." 

Like-minded guests Quelle 
Chris and Your Old Droog 
are also all about the 
grammar, with Droog con¬ 
cluding: "I'm above you like 
the dots on umlauts." 

The production by Mono 
En Stereo is bananas. Gy¬ 
rating vibraphones, jubilant 
horn runs, elastic basslines 
and odes to Weldon Irvine 
all mesh. Dabbling in ev¬ 
erything from lounge-rock 
obscurities to spiritual jazz, 



with his winged tormentor). 
Boredom, he says later, 
makes men turn to villains. 
All they have are their tasks 
to keep them from go¬ 
ing mad. Naturally, mad¬ 
ness finds them anyway. 
The film becomes a kind 
of phantasmagoria as you 
are left wondering what's 
real, what's imagined and 
whether or not that even 
matters. 

Eggers, who broke out with 
the terribly creepy 'The 
Witch," continues to prove 
his unique ability to trans¬ 
port an audience to a dif¬ 
ferent time. He relishes in 
the language of the era 
and gives both his stars deli¬ 
ciously odd monologues to 
chew on and spurt out. The 
dialogue may be minimal 
— in fact it takes more than 
a few minutes for the first 
word to be uttered — but 
that bare bones approach 
makes what is said even 
more impactful. 

"The Lighthouse" is a tri¬ 
umph of mood and vision, 
like the love child of Andrei 
Tarkovsky and David Lynch 
that knows that its actors 
are just a small piece of the 
overall composition. Q 


Sandman is 



This cover image released 
by Mello Music Group shows 
"Dusty," a release by Homeboy 
Sandman. 

Associated Press 

the plush loops and tasteful 
percussion amplify Sand¬ 
man's bars. Standout track 
"Yes lyah" pinpoints the 
overlap between a tribal 
rain dance and a college 
marching band. 

Ill beats, tight rhymes, fly 
samples and boundless 
charisma on the mic. The 
formula is simple geometry. 
And Homeboy's got the 
angle.Q 




















































PEOPLE & ARTS I* 31 


MONDAY 21 OCTOBER 2019 


Sue Monk Kidd's next novel 
imagines a married Jesus 


By HILLEL ITALIE 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Sue 

Monk Kidd's next novel is 
very much a work of fiction. 
"The Book of Longings" is 
the fourth novel by the au¬ 
thor known for such best¬ 
sellers as "The Secret Life of 
Bees" and "The Invention of 
Wings," a 19th-century slav¬ 
ery narrative that Oprah 
Winfrey chose for her book 
club. "The Book of Long¬ 
ings" is told from the point 
of view of a restless young 
woman from the Galilee 
region named Ana, who 
meets Jesus when he's 18 
and eventually marries him. 
According to Viking, the 
marriage "unfolds with love 
and conflict, humor and 
pathos." Kidd draws upon 
historical research, but Ana 
is entirely invented. 


"I believe the aim of the 
novelist is not only to hold 
up a mirror to the world as 
it is, but to imagine what's 
possible," Kidd told The As¬ 
sociated Press in a recent 
mail. "From the moment the 
idea of writing this novel 
struck me, I felt the impor¬ 
tance of at least imagin¬ 
ing a married Jesus. Doing 
so, provokes a fascinating 
question: How would the 
Western world be different 
if Jesus had married and 
his wife had been included 
in his story? There are only 
speculative answers, but 
I think Christianity and the 
Western world would have 
had a somewhat differ¬ 
ent religious and cultural 
inheritance, especially 
when it came to the egali¬ 
tarian roles of women, to 
celibacy, and so forth. Why 


imagine a woman married 
to Jesus? Because stories of 
possibility challenge us to 
create new realities." 

Viking announced Friday 
that Kidd's new book, origi¬ 
nally titled "Ana, the Wife 
of Jesus," comes out April 
28, 2020. Kidd has written 
about religion and spiritual¬ 
ity in her nonfiction works, 
including "Firstlight" and 
"The Dance of the Dissident 
Daughter." 

The canonical gospels 
make no reference to Jesus 
ever marrying, but scholars, 
conspiracists and fiction 
writers have long speculat¬ 
ed whether he wed Mary 
Magdalene, most famous¬ 
ly (and controversially) in 
Dan Brown's "The Da Vinci 
Code." Kidd said that her 
novel is, in part, a response 
to the marginalized status 



This undated photo provided by Viking shows the cover of "The 
Book of Longings," by Sue Monk Kidd. 

Associated Press 


of women in the Bible. 

"The invisibility and silenc¬ 
ing of women were real 
things. In the scriptures, 
women rarely have speak¬ 
ing parts and they aren't 
mentioned nearly as often 
as men," she told the AP. "It 
could even be argued that 
in the first-century Jewish 
world of Galilee, marriage 


was so normative, it more 
or less went without say¬ 
ing. Typically undertaken 
at 20 (though sometimes 
up to age 30), marriage 
was a man’s civic, family 
and sacred duty. There are 
compelling reasons to sup¬ 
port both sides of the argu¬ 
ment. The matter is likely 
irresolvable. 


‘The Casagrandes’ extols Mexican American life via animation 


By RUSSELL CONTRERAS 
Associated Press 
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) 

— "The Casagrandes," 
Nickelodeon's new original 
animated series that cen¬ 
ters around an 11-year-old 
girl trying to survive a big 
city, is one of the first car¬ 
toons in the U.S. to feature 
a multigenerational Mexi¬ 
can American family. 

The long-awaited spin-off 
from the network's popu¬ 
lar animation series, "The 
Loud House," premiered 
Monday and comes as 
more networks are tak¬ 
ing chances on Latino- 
themed shows. 

In this series, Ronnie Anne 
and her family — an 
older brother and single 
mother — leave the sub¬ 
urbs to move in with their 
large family in the fictional 
Great Lake City. The apart¬ 
ment is located above The 
Casagrandes bodega, 
owned by Ronnie Anne's 
grandpa, and in front of a 
subway track. 

The skateboarding Ron¬ 
nie Anne works to adjust 
to her new surroundings 
while shunning a female 
cousin's attempt to dress 
up with urban style and 








This image released by Nickelodeon shows a scene from the animated series “The Casagrandes,” 
featuring a multigenerational Mexican American family. 

Associated Press 


making new friends in a 
multicultural city. 

Unlike previous cartoons 
with Latinos like Fox's 2016 
"Bordertown" series, "The 
Casagrandes" seeks to 
tackle family-oriented 
themes like love, friend¬ 
ship, and jealousy. Family 
members, including Ron¬ 
nie Anne's nurse mom, 
work to navigate limited 


space in a crowded apart¬ 
ment amid uncertainty 
and humor. 

Miguel Puga, the show's 
supervising director, said 
the idea for the series 
came after Ronnie Anne's 
character was introduced 
on "The Loud House" and 
writers started thinking 
about a spin-off with a 
new family. 


"I said, "let's make them 
Mexican American'," Puga 
said. "They started to listen, 
and we went from there." 
Puga, a first-generation 
Mexican American, lived 
among a large family in a 
house as a child. To make 
the cartoon feel authen¬ 
tic, he shared his experi¬ 
ence growing up in East 
Los Angeles and how his 


home was always crowd¬ 
ed with family and parities. 
Nickelodeon executives 
bought in. 

"I just pitched them on 
how it was going on and 
they loved it," Puga said. 
Yet, Puga wanted to get 
more Latino artists in¬ 
volved. So, he reached 
out to syndicated car¬ 
toonist Lalo Alcaraz, who 
was a consulting producer 
on the Oscar-winning 2017 
animated Disney/Pixar 
feature "Coco." 

Alcaraz agreed to join 
the series as a consulting 
producer and a writer. He 
wrote an episode focusing 
on the "Day of the Dead" 
and how different cultures 
tackle the death of loved 
ones. Still, not all episodes 
deal with serious topics. 
Sometimes the family's 
talking parrot gets into 
trouble and runs up bills. 
Other times, an uncle dis¬ 
appears into the night and 
relives his previous life as a 
skateboarder. 

But most of the time, Ron¬ 
nie Anne is working to 
solve a problem and learn 
a lesson. "We make sure 
this is a lot of love in these 
episodes," Puga said.Q 
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Roadside Bigfoot: Georgia museum devoted to legendary beast 


This Aug. 8, 2019, photo shows Bigfoot masks on display at Expedition: Bigfoot! The Sasquatch 
Museum in Cherry Log, Ga. 


By PAUL NEWBERRY 
Associated Press 
CHERRY LOG, Ga. (AP) 

— Along a bustling four- 
lane highway that winds 
through the north Georgia 
mountains, an unassuming 
wooden structure breaks 
the monotony of churches, 
billboards and stores selling 
kitschy knickknacks. 

Once a BYOB supper club, 
it's now ground zero in the 
search for a legendary 
beast. Welcome to Expedi¬ 
tion: Bigfoot! The Sasquatch 
Museum. "I can remember 
my great-grandmother 
talking about having a 
cabin in the woods, and 
she saw Sasquatch," says 
Sherry Gaskinn of Villa Rica, 
Georgia, who was driving 
by one afternoon and had 
to stop in. "I've always been 
curious." 

Her husband, Phillip Blevins, 
lets out a skeptical chuckle. 
"If it was up to me," he says, 
"I'd already be on down 
the road." 

The owner of this intriguing 
piece of Americana at the 
southern edge of the Ap¬ 
palachians is David Bakara, 
a longtime member of the 
Bigfoot Field Researchers 
Organization who served in 
the Navy, drove long-haul 
trucks and tended bar be¬ 
fore opening the museum 
in early 2016 with his wife, 
Malinda. 

He's looking to provide 
both entertainment and 
enlightenment in an area 
known for apple orchards 
and blazing fall colors. 

"I wanted to take what I 
know about Bigfoot as an 
active researcher and in¬ 
vestigator, but I'm also a 
huge Disney World fan," the 


57-year-old Bakara says. "I 
was thinking, 'Maybe I can 
make this thing like a family 
attraction.'" 

Instead of Space Moun¬ 
tain, the attraction not far 
from the Tennessee state 
line has an elaborate dis¬ 
play of Bigfoot laying siege 
to a remote cabin, with a 
hatchet-wielding manne¬ 
quin desperately trying to 
bar the door as two hairy 
paws burst over the top. 
Color-coded maps docu¬ 
ment hundreds of alleged 
sightings, a towering re¬ 
production depicts a hairy 
8-foot-tall beast, and the 
famed 1967 video of an 
alleged Sasquatch sight¬ 
ing plays on a loop, along 
with harrowing recollec¬ 
tions from those who claim 
to have encountered a 
Bigfoot. "The reason I didn't 
shoot it is, it was just too hu¬ 
man," a hunter says in one 


account. "I couldn't pull the 
trigger because something 
told me this ain't right." 
There's even a glass case 
claiming to hold feces col¬ 
lected from a Sasquatch 
in Oregon. Believers con¬ 
tinually add to the already 
ample collection. On a re¬ 
cent day, the mail carrier 
delivered two casts of foot¬ 
prints supposedly made by 
foreign Bigfoots. 

"You want to see an Aus¬ 
tralian cast?" Bakara asks, 
tearing into the package. 
He has filled up the former 
supper club and is planning 
to expand his museum, 
which welcomes about 
50,000 visitors a year. 

For those who think Bigfoot 
is a phenomenon con¬ 
fined to the Pacific North¬ 
west, where that grainy 
video from more than five 
decades ago gave Sas¬ 
quatch its greatest brush 


Associated Press 

with fame, Bakara is quick 
to point out countless sight¬ 
ings the world over. 

In Australia, the mythical 
creature is known as Yow- 
ie. In the Himalayas, they 
call it Yeti. In Russia, it goes 
by Alma. Closer to home, 
there's the Florida Skunk 
Ape, the Georgia Booger, 
the Missouri Momo. 

"There are several subspe¬ 
cies of these things," Bakara 
claims, displaying nothing 
but sincerity. "Some have 
short hair. Others have long, 
red flowing hair. Some are 
multicolored, almost like 
a squirrel where's there's 
gray and red and brown 
mixed together. Some of 
them have a very human¬ 
like face. They just run the 
gamut." 

He'll gladly tell you about 
the time he saw a pair of 
the elusive beasts. 

In 2010, Bakara says, he 



This Aug. 8, 2019, photo shows a plaster cast of footprints be¬ 
lieved to be made by a Bigfoot on display at Expedition: Bigfoot! 
The Sasquatch Museum in Cherry Log, Ga. 

Associated Press 


This Aug. 8, 2019, photo shows items donated by the family of 
Yeti researcher Tom Slick on display at Expedition: Bigfoot! The 
Sasquatch Museum in Cherry Log, Ga. 

Associated Press 




was summoned by a Flori¬ 
da man who had spotted 
strange creatures on his 
property. Using a thermal 
imager, he and his team 
were able to make out a 
pair of creatures emerging 
from a nearby swamp. 

"We took turns looking at 
them," he says. "They finally 
figured out we could see 
them, so they left." 

Bakara could talk all day 
about what's become his 
life’s work but clams up on 
the most obvious questions: 
What is Bigfoot? 

Where did it come from? 
"That's a secret we're not 
supposed to know about," 
he replies ominously. 

Bakara implies that the 
creatures are the unin¬ 
tended consequence of 
a government experiment 
gone haywire, hinting that 
his life would be disrupted if 
he ever went public with his 
entire body of work. 

Bakara has been interest¬ 
ed in Bigfoot since a young 
age, spurred on by early 
news reports and the 1972 
cult classic "The Legend 
of Boggy Creek," a sort of 
docudrama about a Sas- 
quatch-like creature sup¬ 
posedly hunkered down in 
Arkansas. 

He knows he'll never per¬ 
suade all the people — 
even most of the people — 
of Bigfoot’s existence, and 
he's fine with that. 

"Does everybody need 
to know everything you 
know?" Bakara asks. "No. It's 
best they don't know.' 

There are doubters, of 
course. 

One person signed the 
guestbook as "Bigfoot," 
listing his home as the 
"Woods." In the section 
that asks "How did you 
hear about us," the visitor 
writes: "People were tak¬ 
ing my picture." But Bakara 
says most visitors treat the 
museum with respect, at 
least while they're on the 
grounds. "I'm just curious," 
says Angie Langellier, who 
stopped in with her fam¬ 
ily recently while passing 
through on a trip from Illi¬ 
nois. "So far. I've had noth¬ 
ing that's convinced me. 
"But obviously, a lot of 
people have seen a lot of 
things that have convinced 
them.'O 








